
GALATIANS: GARDENING 101 

Sunday, October 18 

Reading: Galatians 6 
 

Galatians 6:7  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8  Whoever  

sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from  

the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we  

will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
 

Moody Monthly magazine printed the following article called ‘The Christian's Garden.’  “First, 

plant five rows of peas: Preparedness, Promptness, Perseverance, Politeness, and Prayer. Next to 

them plant three rows of squash: Squash Gossip, Squash Criticism, and Squash Indifference. 

Then five rows of lettuce: Let us be Faithful, Let us be Unselfish, Let us be Loyal, Let us be 

Truthful, Let us Love One Another. And no garden is complete without turnips: Turn up for 

Church, Turn up with a Smile, Turn up with Determination.” 
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Every gardener knows that you reap what you sow, you harvest what you plant. It is obvious you 

won’t get carrots if you plant squash. So why do many Christians believe they can sow sin in 

their lives all week and still be right with God on Sunday by going to church. As one writer put 

it: “Some Christians spend the first six days of each week sowing their wild oats, then they go to 

church on Sunday and pray for a crop failure.” 
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 If we sow seeds of sin and bitterness in our 

lives, we should not expect God’s blessings. 

 

Every gardener also knows that if you want a plentiful harvest you must plant many seeds. You 

can’t expect a bushel of veggies when you only plant one or two seeds in the garden! Likewise, 

believers cannot expect a fruitful Christian life if they are not sowing to please the Spirit. That is 

why Paul instructs us not to get tired in doing good.  When our lives are sowing God’s love to 

others, the blessings of God will come back to us. If we are lax in our service, our spiritual 

harvest will be poor. Growing a life that pleases God takes work and a determination to “keep-

on-keeping-on!” 

 

A saying attributed to Erasmus, a 16th century priest and scholar is a fitting conclusion: 
 

Sow a thought, reap an action 

Sow an action, reap a habit 

Sow a habit, reap a character 

Sow a character, reap a destiny 
 

What are you sowing and growing in your spiritual garden? 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Paul lists several things that hinder a believer from growing. [1] Sin – As believers we must 

support and sometimes confront one another (6:1). [2] “Lone Ranger” mentality – We are to care 

for and help one another (6:2) [3] Selfish Pride – Thinking too highly of ourselves and our 

abilities sends us down the wrong road (6:3-5). [4] Not supporting God’s work – Those who 

teach the Word faithfully should be honored and supported (6:6). Do you have any ‘weeds’ in 

your spiritual garden? What will you do to dig them out of your life? 
 

 

 
1
  quoted @ https://www.facebook.com/OBICOLLEGE/posts/523685801141576 

2
  quote by John Owen, 1001 Quotes, Illustrations, and Humerous Stores for Preachers, Teachers, and Writers (ed. 

Edward K. Rowell), page 29. 
 


