
ITCHING EARS 

Wednesday, October 17 

Reading: Isaiah 30 
 

Isaiah 30:10  They say to the seers, “See no more visions!” and to the prophets, “Give us no more 

visions of what is right! Tell us pleasant things, prophesy illusions. 11  Leave this way, get off this  

path, and stop confronting us with the Holy One of Israel!” 
 

Human nature will look everywhere to find help but to the one Source that can truly provide it. 

For the kingdom of Judah, they sought help from Egypt. When the Assyrian forces started 

threatening them, they rebelled against God by making their own plans and not depending on the 

Lord (30:1-7).  

 

The real issue is found in verses 8-11. They were not only unwilling to listen to the Lord’s Word, 

they were telling God’s messengers to “shut up!” They didn’t want to hear about “what is right” 

or about “the Holy One of Israel” and His standards for their lives. Instead they wanted the 

prophets to tell them “pleasant things” even though they know these statements would not be 

true! They would merely be illusions or dreams. They would rather hear pleasant lies than God’s 

truth. 

 

Because of their rejection of His Word, calamity would come (30:12-17). But all was not lost! 

God reminds them that repentance and trust will bring salvation (30:15). He reminds them that 

He longs to give them grace and compassion (30:18-22). He will make their land prosperous 

(30:23-26) and defeat their enemies (30:27-33) if they will only turn back to Him – if they will 

hear His voice calling, “This is the way; walk in it” (30:21). 

 

The Apostle Paul warned long ago about this attitude. 
 

For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  (2 Timothy 4:3) 
 

This is the attitude of many today. They want to hear that “God is love” and “God has a 

wonderful plan for your life.” They don’t want to hear that they are sinners. They don’t want to 

hear about the holiness and judgment of God. Don’t even mention hell! “Just give us a warm and 

fuzzy message” they would say.  

 

Yes, God is love. But true love will not allow people to remain in their sins. Yes, God has a 

wonderful plan for your life. But you cannot experience God’s best unless you follow His holy 

and righteous path. Those with itching ears are not seeking God. They are merely trying to 

appease their own conscious without submitting to God’s will. 

 

How do you respond when God’s Word convicts your heart? Some turn away and blame the 

preacher for interfering in their lives. The right response is to recognize the Spirit’s work and 

repent/change the area that needs correcting. 

 

Those things that people with itching ears don’t want to hear are the very things God uses to 

bring us to Himself. They are His grace reaching out to us. They are His direction so we can live 

our best for His glory. 

 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 7-9; Hebrews 4 


