
2 TIMOTHY: FACING ETERNITY 

Sunday, October 17 

Reading: 2 Timothy 4:16-22 
 

2 Timothy 4:16  At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 

them. 17  But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength… 

 

Above all the loyalty and disloyalty listed in this chapter, Paul holds on to one thing – The Lord 

is faithful! While he stood alone before the most powerful man in the world – the emperor Nero 

Caesar – Paul had Someone stronger on his side. The Lord’s presence gave Paul the strength to 

forgive those who deserted him and preach the gospel before this man who had murdered 

hundreds of Christians only a few short years earlier. We know that Paul had this opportunity 

because Christ had promised: “'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar…” 

(Acts 27:24). 

 

Paul knew that his final deliverance was close. This would not be a physical deliverance, but a 

spiritual one. All the dangers and evils he had faced during his life would soon be over and he 

would enter into the heavenly kingdom. Though facing death, Paul could only break out in praise 

for all God had done, was doing, and was going to do! His last prayer for the faithful believers 

was that Christ would be with them and give them the full measure of His grace. 

 

“I Was Delivered From the Lion’s Mouth.” Many ideas have been suggested as to whom Paul is 

talking about here. I believe the apostle is speaking about Satan. Just a few years previously 

Peter had written, “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you 

know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings” (1 Peter 5:8-9). Satan had tried to stop Paul from sharing the gospel with the Imperial 

court but God stood by Paul and delivered him from Satan’s schemes. Satan is always prowling 

around to stop believers from sharing their faith and living for Jesus. Read 1 Peter 5:6-11 and 

make a list of the resources God provides to resist Satan’s attacks. 

 

“The Lord Will Bring Me Safely to His Heavenly Kingdom.” As Paul faced his trial and now 

impending execution, his thoughts were not about himself. He did not throw a pity party because 

his life was coming to a violent end. His thoughts were about others. He closes this letter with 

another urgent request for Timothy to get to Rome soon. He sends greetings to his dear friends, 

the husband and wife team Priscilla and Aquila (see Acts 18) and Onesiphorus who was 

mentioned earlier in this letter (1:16). He mentions absent friends (Erastus and Trophimus) and 

Roman friends (the last four people mentioned all have Latin names). But most importantly, Paul 

is looking forward to being with Jesus in His heavenly kingdom. He had expressed this desire 

earlier in his letter to the Philippians. 
 

“I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as 

always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21  For to me, to live is Christ and to  

die is gain. 22  If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose?  

I do not know! 23  I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far” 

(Philippians 1:21-23) 
 

Is this the desire of your heart? Will you be excited or ashamed when you come into His 

presence? 
 


