
WAYWARD WORSHIP 

Tuesday, October 16 

Reading: Isaiah 29 
 

Isaiah 29:13  The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with  

their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they  

have been taught.  

 

Author/Speaker Lamar Boschman has said, “When I worship, I would rather my heart be without 

words than my words be without heart.” 
1
 This is a lesson the people of Israel needed to learn. 

 

In Isaiah 29, the prophet describes Jerusalem in three ways.  

 

A BESIEGED CITY (29:1-8). Isaiah describes a time when the city will be surrounded and all 

hope is lost. Then suddenly the Lord will step in and save His people. This occurred in a small 

way when Sennacherib sieged Jerusalem a few years after this prophecy (Isa. 36-37). But it will 

have its complete fulfillment in the end times when Christ returns and rescues His people “in the 

nick of time” (see Zech. 14:1-5). 

 

A BLIND CITY (29:9-16). Despite the promise of God’s deliverance, the people of Jerusalem 

were blind to God’s Word. They were in a spiritual stupor. Because of their unbelief and 

disobedience, God had blinded the eyes of their “prophets” to the truth. It is like the Word of 

God had been sealed so they could not understand. They were blind because of false worship. 

They had believed everything was fine (29:1). They said and did the right things so they were 

“good with God.” But God told them that their hearts were not in it! They were following 

manmade rules instead giving their hearts to Him. God compared them to a lump of clay who 

questions and denies the Potter who made them. 

 

A BLESSED CITY (29:17-24). But this situation would not last forever. One day their ears 

would again hear and obey the Word of God. One day their eyes would no longer be blind but 

they would “rejoice in the Lord.” In that day, God’s people will finally become who He meant 

them to be. This blessed day will occur when Messiah returns to reign from His throne in 

Jerusalem. 

 

Isaiah’s charge of “wayward worship” was repeated by Jesus concerning the leaders in His day 

(Matt. 15:7-9). And sadly it could probably be said of many “worshippers” today. It is not 

enough to sing the songs and read the verses. Worship requires that our hearts be involved. When 

we replace a heart for God with our own plans and designs, worship becomes a manmade thing, 

not an act of glorifying God. Mr. Boschman’s words should be engraved in our minds: “I would 

rather my heart be without words than my words be without heart.”  

 

Let’s not have deaf ears and blind eyes until Christ returns. We need to open up our ears and 

listen to God’s Word. We need to open our eyes and see the wonderful plan God has for us when 

we live for Him. Then instead of wayward worship we will “stand in awe of the God of Israel.” 

Then we can claim the promise of God: “Those who are wayward in spirit will gain 

understanding; those who complain will accept instruction.” (29:24). 
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  https://www.viralbeliever.com/worship-quotes/ 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 4-6; Hebrews 3 


