
2 TIMOTHY: SERVANTS AND SCOUNDRELS 

Saturday, October 16 

Reading: 2 Timothy 4:9-15 
 

2 Timothy 4:9  Do your best to come to me quickly, 10  for Demas, because he loved this world, has 

deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica...11  Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, 

because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 
 

Paul had no doubts about his past and future, but he was lonely in the present. Sitting in his dank 

cell, the apostle longed for fellowship with Timothy – his son in the faith. He had mentored 

Timothy for almost 20 years and now in his last hours his desire was to see him one last time. He 

requested that Timothy bring his heavy cloak as winter was approaching and his scrolls and 

parchments which probably refer to his copies of the Scriptures. 

 

Paul felt all the more lonely when he records that “Demas has deserted me.” Demas had been a 

faithful laborer with Paul for many years. He is mentioned by Paul in Colossians 4:14 and 

Philemon 1:24. But now when Paul needs his support the most, Demas deserts him. The word 

Paul uses means to abandon someone in a helpless and dire situation. Unlike those who love 

Christ’s appearing (2 Timothy 4:8), Demas loved the world. 

 

Not everyone deserted Paul like Demas did. Crescens, Titus, and Tychicus had been sent by Paul 

to various churches to support and strengthen their ministries. Faithful Doctor Luke is still by his 

side. And he asks Timothy to bring Mark when he comes. 

 

Paul also warns Timothy of the opposition of Alexander the metalworker. We know nothing 

about this man and Alexander was a very common name. All we know is that he opposed the 

gospel and may have been the cause of Paul’s arrest, though that cannot be proven definitively. 

He was out to get Paul and Timothy might be his next target. As for Paul, he leaves Alexander in 

God’s hands knowing God will take care of it.  

 

“Demas Has Deserted Me.” This does not necessarily mean that Demas was a false believer. It 

may simple be that the pressure and persecution was too much for him. He loved the “good 

things” of the world instead of loving Christ with all his heart. When the going got tough, Demas 

quit! How do you respond when living for Christ is difficult? Think on these verses when you 

feel like giving up. 
 

I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the LORD In the land of the 

living. Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD! 

(Psalm 27:13-14 NKJV) 
 

“Get Mark Because He is Helpful to Me.” John Mark had abandoned Paul and Barnabas during 

their first missionary journey (Acts 13:13) so Paul refused to take him along on their second 

journey. The argument got so heated that it broke up the missionary team (Acts 15:36-41). 

Barnabas took Mark under his wing and nurtured and encouraged him. This discipling by 

Barnabas produced a faithful servant of God who was now useful to Paul’s ministry, travelled 

with the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 5:13), and wrote the Gospel that bears his name. Have you ever 

failed or felt like God could not use you? Take heart from the example of John Mark. God is in 

the business of using “broken pots” to do great things for His glory. 


