
LISTEN UP! 

Monday, October 15 

Reading: Isaiah 28 
 

Isaiah 28:23  Listen and hear my voice; pay attention and hear what I say. 

 

The story is told of Franklin Roosevelt, who often endured long receiving lines at the White 

House. He complained that no one really paid any attention to what was said. One day, during a 

reception, he decided to try an experiment. To each person who passed down the line and shook 

his hand, he murmured, "I murdered my grandmother this morning." The guests responded with 

phrases like, "Marvelous! Keep up the good work. We are proud of you. God bless you, sir." It 

was not until the end of the line, while greeting the ambassador from Bolivia, that his words 

were actually heard. Nonplussed, the ambassador leaned over and whispered, "I'm sure she had it 

coming." 
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The people of Israel had a listening problem. They were not listening to what God was telling 

them. After Isaiah gave the priests and leaders God’s message of judgment, they mocked Isaiah 

and his message. They called his words childish and nonsense (28:9-10). Now God said He 

would speak to His people through foreign peoples (namely Assyria) whose language would 

sound like nonsense to them. Maybe then they would listen (28:11-13).  

 

When Israel and Syria had tried to force Judah into an alliance against Assyria, King Ahaz had 

called on Assyria to help. Assyria responded by crushing Israel and Syria. Now Judah thought 

they were safe. That the death and carnage of an Assyrian invasion “cannot touch us” (28:14-20). 

This was a grave mistake. Assyria would turn on Judah and they would be “beaten down” and “it 

will carry you away.” 

 

In the midst of His words of judgment God gives a glimmer of hope. One day Messiah would 

come, the tested and precious cornerstone (28:16-17). The New Testament makes it clear that 

this refers to Jesus Christ (Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:6). Instead of looking to other nations for 

guidance and help, He will make justice and righteousness the “measuring line” for their lives.  

 

The chapter ends with a parable about farming (28:23-29). There is a time for plowing, a time for 

sowing and planting, and a time for threshing and harvesting. Not all crops are harvested using 

the same tools and methods. The farmer must learn what was needed to produce the best crop. 

This knowledge ultimately comes from God. 

 

God is the “great Farmer.” Sometimes He must break up the “hard soil” of our hearts in order for 

us to listen and learn. He must discipline (thresh, beat, and grind) in order to get the best from 

our lives. The Lord knows what it will take to make us the best we can be for His kingdom. 

 

Do you have a listening problem? Does God have to go to extraordinary lengths to get your 

attention? “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it” (Luke 11:28)  
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 1-3; Hebrews 2 


