
GALATIANS: PURPOSE OF THE LAW 

Thursday, October 15 

Reading: Galatians 3 
 

Galatians 3:23  Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up  

until the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24  So the law was our guardian until Christ came  

that we might be justified by faith. 25  Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.  

26  So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith 
 

A hotel in Galveston, Texas that overlooks the Gulf of Mexico faced a potential problem. The 

edge of the hotel hangs over the water. Before the hotel opened, someone thought, "What if 

someone decides to fish out of the windows?" The hotel decided to post signs saying not to fish 

from the hotel windows. You can guess the result. People fished out of the windows! Rather than 

preventing a problem, the signs had the opposite effect and simply exposed people's rebellious 

nature.  

 

This illustration is similar to what Paul says about the purpose of the Law. It was never meant as 

a means of salvation. It was God’s method of revealing the depths of our sin and our need for a 

Savior. Paul gives a list of things the Law could not do: [1] You cannot receive the Spirit or see 

His work through the Law (3:2-6). [2] You cannot be justified by the Law (3:9-14). [3] You 

cannot receive the promises of God’s grace through the Law (3:15-18). [4] You cannot receive 

eternal life through the Law (3:19-22). Salvation has always been “by grace through faith.” The 

example of Abraham proves this point (3:6-9; 16-18)!   

 

Paul uses an example from everyday life to further prove his point. In a Greek home, a 

slave/tutor was put in charge of a son from about age seven through puberty. His duty was to 

discipline, protect, and educate the boy. They were often harsh in their discipline and 

overprotective in their care. When the son came of age, the job of the tutor was finished, usually 

to the great relief of the child. 

 

Paul applies this idea of a “tutor” to the Law (3:23-29; 4:1-7). It was given to show people God’s 

righteous standard. But like the signs in the hotel, the Law simply revealed the fact that no one 

can keep it! This should then lead to salvation that is only found by faith in Christ. When a 

person comes to faith in Christ, the Law is no longer necessary as a guide for the Spirit now lives 

in and controls the believer. The result of salvation is that a believer is no longer a slave to the 

Law but an heir of God. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Are you still trying to please God by obeying a bunch of rules? Obedient living does not 

come from a checklist but from a heart of love and following the Spirit’s leading. When our 

hearts are right with God our thoughts and actions will follow.   

 

2. Why are there so many divisions and rivalries in the church? It is because we have forgotten 

that we are all one in Christ (3:26-29). When we fight and bicker among ourselves it shows 

that we do not understand the grace of God given to us. We are all family and heirs in Christ. 

Racial, social, economic, or any other kind of bigotry should not exist in our lives.  
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Peter 1 


