
2 TIMOTHY: FINAL WORDS 

Friday, October 15 

Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8 
 

2 Timothy 4:7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
 

A person’s last words often hold special meaning. These last words of the Apostle Paul before 

his execution by the Romans are full of emotion as he considered his present situation, his past 

life and ministry, and the future that awaited him. 

 

THE PRESENT: Sitting in a Roman dungeon, Paul did not see himself as a victim. He viewed 

himself as an offering to God. When the animal sacrifices were offered in the Temple in 

Jerusalem it was accompanied by a drink offering – wine that was poured out to God at the base 

of the altar. Paul knew his life was about to be poured out (literally as tradition says he was 

beheaded!).  Paul’s whole life had been an offering to God and this would be the final sacrifice. 

However, Paul did not view his death with fear. He simply saw it as a “departure.” This Greek 

word was used of a ship pulling up anchor and setting sail, of the loosening of chains, and of 

pulling up the tent stakes and moving out. For the aged apostle, death was simply leaving this 

world for one far better (see Philippians 1:21-23). 

 

THE PAST: With this in mind, Paul reflects on his life and ministry and can say with confidence 

that he had been faithful. He had fought the fight to the best of his ability. He had finished what 

he had started for Christ. And he had kept the faith that God had entrusted to him – the same 

faith that Timothy was to guard and teach to others (see 1 Timothy 6:20 and 2 Timothy 2:2). 

 

THE FUTURE: While Nero Caesar may have declared Paul guilty, “the righteous Judge” would 

give his faithful servant a “crown of righteousness.” The “crown” referred to the laurel wreath 

given to victors at the Olympic Games. However, while that crown would wilt away, the reward 

that awaited Paul would never fade away. This reward was not just for the Apostle Paul, but for 

all who long to with be Christ in eternity. 

 

“The Time of My Departure is at Hand.” For a Christian, death should not be something to 

dread. While it may come with pain and suffering, we know it will lead to eternal life with 

Christ. How can these final words of the Apostle Paul comfort and encourage as you or a loved 

one faces the reality of death?  

 

“I Have Fought…I Have Finished…I Have Kept.” When an athlete can say he has done his very 

best, then it doesn’t matter how the competition went. They have “fought a good fight” and have 

satisfaction in a job well done. If you run a marathon it is an accomplishment just to finish the 

race. It takes endurance and determination. Paul had finished well. Will you be able to say the 

same when your life is coming to a close? In an earlier letter, Paul expressed his “game plan:” 
 

Philippians 3:12  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal,  

but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13  Brothers and sisters,  

I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind  

and straining toward what is ahead, 14  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God  

has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Jeremiah 39-42; Hebrews 5 


