
MARK: PERSISTENT FAITH 

Monday, October 14 

Reading: Mark 7:24-37 
 

Mark 7:27  “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s 

bread and toss it to the dogs.” 28  “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 

crumbs.”  
 

To get away from the Pharisees for a time, Jesus and His disciples enter the Gentile region of 

Tyre and Sidon where He knew the religious leaders would not follow. Jesus desired to spend 

more time alone with the Twelve as the cross was getting ever nearer. 

 

Though Jesus tried to keep His presence a secret word got at and a desperate mother whose 

daughter was demon possessed found Him and fell at His feet. Mark is clear that she was a 

Gentile. Matthew tells us that she is persistent in her cries for help even though Jesus seems to 

ignore her and the disciples urge Jesus to send her away (Matthew 15:22-25). Jesus response 

seems harsh at first but He did it for several reasons. First, it was a reminder that His present 

mission was to the “lost sheep of Israel” (see Matthew 15:24). Two, Jesus may be referring to 

His disciples as the children. He had come to Tyre to get some crucial time with His men and 

this was an interruption. Third, it was also a way for Jesus to test this woman’s faith. He would 

not be disappointed. 

 

She understood Jesus’ parable and responded with humility and faith. She was not offended by 

Jesus’ words but extended the illustration. While little dogs under the table are not served the 

main course, they do get to eat the scraps that fall off the table! As a Gentile, she had no right to 

expect Jesus’ help but she was pleading for “a crumb” of grace from Him. Jesus is impressed by 

her faith and with a word dispels the demon. 

 

Jesus next travels to the region of the Decapolis where He had freed the man with a legion of 

demons (see 5:20). Instead of sending Him away as before, they bring a deaf-mute man for Jesus 

to heal. Wanting to avoid the ‘oohs’ and ‘ahhs’ of the crowd, Jesus takes the man away and uses 

a kind of “sign language” to let the man know what He is about to do. For the second time Mark 

records Jesus’ exact words in Aramaic. It was not Jesus’ touching the man that healed him. He 

was healed by the word of Christ. Once again Jesus’ wish for secrecy is ignored. But this crowd, 

though amazed, shows no sign of believing in Jesus. They simply call Him a good person who 

heals people. While miracles may aid in faith, they cannot convict a person’s heart. Only the 

Word of God can change lives as the Spirit applies it to hearts. 

 

LESSON: “The Woman Was Greek.” The story of this desperate mother reminds us of two 

things. First while Jesus’ mission on earth was mainly to Israel, His death opened the way for all 

peoples to come to Him. Before He returned to heaven, Jesus commanded to “go into all the 

world and preach the gospel” (16:15). Second, it teaches us the importance of persistent prayer. 

This mother would not give up. So we are told to “pray continually” (1 Thess. 5:17). We must 

take her example of persistence and humility in our prayer lives. How strong is your prayer life? 

Could it be that you give up on your prayers to quickly? 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Jeremiah 30-32; Hebrew 2 


