
GALATIANS: THE GREAT APOSTLE “FACE OFF” 

Wednesday, October 14 

Reading: Galatians 2 
 

Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The  

life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 

Though there is some debate, I believe Galatians 2:1-10 is a description of the Jerusalem Council 

(see Acts 15). Paul had brought Titus, a Gentile convert, with him. Some had wanted to require 

him to be circumcised in order to be a Christian. Paul saw this as a perversion of the gospel. 

Ultimately the church agreed with him and determined that Gentiles (and Jews) were saved by 

faith alone without having to follow the Jewish rituals and laws. 

 

Sometime after this, Peter came to Antioch and was freely eating with the Gentile Christians, 

something forbidden by Jewish tradition. However, when some Jews from the church in 

Jerusalem show up Peter pulled away as if he was doing something wrong. This action implied 

that there was a difference between Jews and Gentiles and that the Jewish believers were 

somehow better. This hypocrisy got so bad that even Paul’s friend and partner Barnabas was 

drawn away by it. Peter and the others were being hypocrites by preaching that Jews and 

Gentiles were one in Christ but denying this truth by their actions! 

 

Paul confronted Peter to his face. He was not about to let Peter’s actions destroy the message of 

the gospel. If the idea that Gentiles had to become Jews and obey the Jewish Law in order to be 

saved was allowed to stand the grace of God would be nullified. Paul argues that if obeying the 

Law could save someone, Christ had no reason to die. His sacrifice would be meaningless 

(2:21)! 

 

What does Paul mean when he says, “I am crucified with Christ”? (2:20). [1] A person on a cross 

is facing in only one direction. They can’t turn around to see what is behind them. Likewise a 

true Christian looks forward to life in Christ, not backward at the ways of the world. [2] A 

crucified person is not going back. They will never again return to their old life. Likewise, a true 

Christian will not return to their old sinful ways.  That lifestyle has died with Christ so we can 

live a new life through Him (see Romans 6:6-7). [3] A crucified person has no further plans of 

their own. Their former life is over and their future has been decided by another. Christians are 

people whose destiny has been determined by the Savior. They have died to their own will and 

now live in the power of the Holy Spirit (see Galatians 5:16-18; 24-25). 
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POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. What do we do when we see a brother or sister in Christ fall into error or sin? Do we ignore it 

or “sweep it under the rug?” Or do we lovingly confront them and help them see their wrong 

and bring them back to the right? (see Galatians 6:1) 

 

2. Do you want Heaven but are still in love with the world? Has the death of Christ impacted 

your life? Are you dying to yourself each day and growing to be more like the Savior who 

died for you? 
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READ THE NT: James 5 


