
2 TIMOTHY: ITCHING EARS 

Thursday, October 14 

Reading: 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
 

2 Timothy 4:2  Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—

with great patience and careful instruction. 3  For the time will come when people will not put up with sound 

doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say 

what their itching ears want to hear. 
 

Knowing that Scripture is “God-breathed” and its’ purpose is to make us complete, Paul now 

gives Timothy a strong command to “Preach the Word!” He reminds Timothy of his 

responsibility before the Father and Jesus Christ to fulfill this task. Knowing that the lost will be 

judged and that when Christ returns believers will give an account before Him (Romans 14:10;  

2 Corinthians 5:10) should spur him on to share the message of Christ at all times. 

 

The message would not always be easy. Timothy was not to preach just the “good stuff” of 

Scripture. He needed to teach the Word to expose people’s faults (“correct”), tell them to stop 

(“rebuke”), and encourage them to get their lives straight with God (“encourage”). The pastor is 

not out to win a popularity contest! His duty is to help the people placed under his care to live 

holy lives for the Lord. This necessitates stepping on a few sinful toes now and then. It is for this 

reason that Paul says this is to be done “with great patience and careful instruction.” It takes the 

careful, patient teaching of all the truth of Scripture to conform people to the image of Christ. 

 

This becomes all the more important as Paul realizes that people (even Christians) do not always 

want to listen to the hard truth of God’s Word. They will turn away from the sound (“healthy”) 

truth of Scripture and listen to anyone who tells them what they want to hear. They seek to 

satisfy their own desires and not seek after God’s truth. Paul calls these ideas “myths” – fiction! 

 

In light of this, Paul again instructs Timothy to “endure hardship” and fulfill his duty as an 

evangelist (spreading the gospel) and as a pastor/minister (preaching the word and caring for his 

congregation). 

 

“Preach the Word.” When we have a high view of Scripture, it follows that we will place a high 

priority on biblical preaching. It is sad that many churches today choose a pastor based on his 

ability to entertain them instead on his ability to teach “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). 

Preaching all of God’s Word will comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. Does your 

church preach all of God’s Word?  

 

“Itching Ears.” Some “preachers” are still teaching myths today. People flock to churches that 

preach a “feel good” gospel or a “health and wealth” theology. The church that avoids talking 

about sin and God’s judgment will attract people with itching ears but is not proclaiming all the 

truth of God. Are you attracted to these pseudo-gospels? Does the preaching you listen to both 

encourage and convict you? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Jeremiah 36-38; Hebrews 4 


