
2 TIMOTHY: THE ‘GOD-BREATHED’ BOOK 

Wednesday, October 13 

Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 

2 Timothy 3:16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training  

in righteousness, 17  so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

While false teachers will continue to deceive, Timothy is to continue to hold on to the Word of 

God he had been taught. Timothy had more than just “head knowledge” of Scripture (“learned”). 

He had taken it to heart (“convinced”). Timothy not only knew God’s Word, he believed God’s 

Word. He had been taught it all his life, not only by the Apostle Paul but by his godly mother and 

grandmother as well. 

 

The theme of the Scriptures is salvation. Both Old and New Testaments point people to Christ. It 

can be trusted because it is "God-breathed.” These verses are the core of our belief in the 

inspiration of Scripture. The Bible is not just some collection of human reasoning about God. It 

is the very words of God written down by men through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 

1:20-21). This reminds us that the Bible is infallible because God cannot lie or make a mistake. It 

was given for the benefit of people. In it, God reveals Himself to us. It is a guidebook for godly 

living. 

 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is Useful…” The Bible is unlike any other book. While we 

might gain inspiration and insight from reading other books, the Bible is inspired by God 

Himself. It is His words we are reading. This should deeply affect the way we study and apply it 

to our lives. Paul lists four areas where God’s Word helps us. I like to put them this way: 
 

  “teaching” = telling us what is right 

  “rebuking” = telling us what is not right 

  “correcting” = telling us how to get right 

  “training in righteousness” = telling us to stay right” 
 

How has your study of God’s Word changed the way you live and think?  

 

“So That the Servant of God may be Thoroughly Equipped.” The outcome of the study of God’s 

Word is to prepare believers to serve the Lord. In Greek there are two words used to define this 

goal (the NIV combines them into one phrase). The first Greek word (artios) means “one in 

which all parts are complete or whole and what they are supposed to be, so that they might serve 

their destined purpose.”
 1

 The second Greek word (exartizo) comes from the same root word and 

means to complete entirely; to equip. Taken together we might translate this as being 

‘completely complete’ or “competent because he has been made competent” (equipped). God’s 

Word gives us the skills necessary to perform the good works God has prepared for us to do. The 

Christian’s devotion to God’s Word does not end with KNOWING what it says, but in DOING 

what it says. Take a look at your life. How “completely complete” are you? Does your 

understanding of Scripture show through in your daily living?  
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Jeremiah 33-35; Hebrews 3 


