
MARK: MISSING TO POINT 

Saturday, October 12 

Reading: Mark 6:30-52 
 

Mark 6:50  Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51  Then  

he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, 
 

Mark now returns to the story as Jesus’ disciples return from their “mission trip.” They are 

excited to tell Jesus everything they had done and taught. Knowing that they needed some rest 

after their time of ministry, Jesus takes the Twelve to a “solitary place.” But the crowds see them 

going and beat them there. Instead of being upset by the crowd’s intrusion into their quiet time, 

Jesus looks on the crowd with compassion. He knew they needed His guidance and He would 

not turn them away. 

 

When Jesus is finished teaching it was late in the day. The disciples urge Jesus to send the 

crowds away to buy food, but Jesus tells them to provide food for the people. The disciples see 

this task as impossible! It would take about 8 month’s wages to buy enough bread for each 

person to have just a little bit. After a search they find 5 little barley loaves and 2 fish. Jesus gave 

thanks for the food and then gave it to the disciples to distribute. Not only does this small lunch 

feed the whole crowd of over 5000 people; they have more food left over than what they started 

with! Each disciple has a little lunch basket to remind them of Jesus’ power to provide. 

 

The gospel of John tells us the crowd wanted to force Jesus to be their king after this miracle 

(John 6:14-15). That is why He hurries the disciples away while He disperses the crowd. Another 

storm rose. The disciples struggled most of the night but only got to the middle of the sea. This 

time Jesus isn’t with them. He had stayed on shore to pray.  

 

In the darkness before dawn, the disciples see a figure moving across the water. Their natural 

reaction is that it is a ghost! Jesus calms their fears by literally saying, “Take courage! I AM! 

Don’t be afraid.” As soon as Jesus climbs into the boat the storm stops. Again the disciples are 

amazed at Jesus’ power. While their hard hearts were beginning to soften, they still had much 

growing to do in their faith. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Like Sheep Without a Shepherd.” Shepherdless sheep are in great danger. 

Without someone to care for them and guide them they are easily scattered and lost. It is 

interesting how many times the Bible calls us sheep. Without the Savior, we are lost and 

helpless. Do we see people with compassion as Jesus did? Do we realize that we have the 

message of “the Good Shepherd” who can give them eternal life? (see John 10).  

 

LESSON TWO: “Their Hearts Were Hardened.” In the gospel of John, we read that the crowds 

missed the point of the bread and loaves (John 6:24-40). They returned the next day for more 

“free food” and ignored “the Bread of Life” who wanted to provide for their souls. Like many 

today, they sought Jesus for what they could get. The disciples did not fully understand either, 

but they were willing to learn and grow. Jesus could work with them and teach them what they 

needed to know. Are you more like the disciples or the crowd? Do you follow Jesus for the 

benefits or do you want to grow and serve to bring honor to His name? 
 


