
A COMEBACK STORY 

Friday, October 12 

Reading: Isaiah 27 
 

Isaiah 27:6  In days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will bud and blossom and fill all the  

world with fruit.  
 

Everybody likes a comeback story! Kurt graduated college in 1993 and hoped to become an NFL 

quarterback, but he was not drafted. He was invited to the Green Bay Packers training camp but 

was cut before the start of the season. Returning home to Iowa, he took a job stocking shelves for 

$5.50 an hour at the local grocery store. It is also during this time that he got serious about his 

Christian faith.  
 

Kurt finally got a chance to play with the Iowa Barnstormers, an Arena Football team where he 

made an impressive showing for two seasons. After that he played in NFL Europe before 

becoming the St. Louis Rams third-string quarterback. In 1999, through a series of events and 

injuries, Kurt found himself the starting quarterback for the Rams. He ended his first season 

throwing for 4353 yards with 41 touchdowns! He was such a surprise that Sports Illustrated put 

him on their October 18
th

 cover with the caption, “Who is This Guy?” His name is Kurt Warner, 

2017 inductee into the Football Hall of Fame. 
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Isaiah 27 is a comeback story! In Isaiah chapter five God had described Israel as a worthless 

vineyard (5:1-7). He had cared for it and protected it, but instead of producing “good grapes” it 

only yielded bad. God’s verdict was to take away His protection and make His vineyard a 

wasteland where “briers and thorns will grow.” 
 

In Isaiah 27 we see a change (26:2-6). This vineyard has no briers or thorns and it is abundantly 

productive with enough to “fill the world with fruit." What has brought about Israel’s comeback? 

The text gives us several hints. 
 

First is the judgment of Satan (26:1). This chapter points to that future day when Messiah returns 

and Israel will receive all the promises God had made to them. Leviathan is described as a 

serpent and a dragon (“monster” in NIV). This is how Satan is described in Revelation 12:9. For 

centuries the Jewish people had been lured away by Satan but now that old snake is finally 

judged. 
 

This comeback has been a long road for God’s people (26:7-11). They often wondered, if they 

were God’s people, why they were subjected to so much warfare, exile, and trouble. Were they 

no different than the other nations? God reminds them that they were acting like the heathen 

nations around them (26:11). Thus God disciplined them to bring them back to Himself. 
 

This final blessing of Israel is not of their doing. It is all the work of God (27:12-13). When you 

thresh you are separating the good grain from the worthless chaff. The word translated 

“gathered” was commonly used of gleaning or harvesting a field. Thus in the last days, God will 

separate His people from the wicked and tenderly gather them to “worship the Lord on the holy 

mountain in Jerusalem.” What a comeback!! 
 

Do you need a comeback in your life? Do you need God to work in you to make you fruitful and 

productive again in His service? Ask God to reawaken your heart to His presence and power in 

your life. You too can be a “comeback story.” 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Lamentations 4-5; Hebrews 1 


