
GALATIANS: FREEDOM IN CHRIST 

Monday, October 12 

Reading: Galatians 1-2 
 

Galatians 5:1  It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  

 

Some have called the letter to the Galatians “the Magna Charta of Christian Liberty.” Its major 

theme is justification by faith and our freedom in Christ. This is a very personal letter. There is 

more biographical material about Paul than in any of his other letters. The reason for this is that 

he is defending his apostleship against a group of Jewish “Christians” who were teaching that a 

Gentile had to be circumcised and obey the Jewish law in order to be saved. Paul calls this “a 

different gospel – which is really no gospel at all” (1:6-7).  

 

AUTHOR: Though there is some debate, it seems best to place Paul’s writing of Galatians after 

his 1
st
 missionary journey (Acts 13-14) and the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15), making it Paul’s 

earliest letter. On the 1
st
 missionary journey Paul and Barnabas had started churches in Galatia 

before returning to Antioch.  At the  Jerusalem Council the issue of salvation by faith alone was 

settled. It was determined that the Gentiles did not have to become Jews to be Christians. 

However the Judaizers did not accept this decision. This group began retracing Paul’s steps and 

teaching circumcision and obedience to Jewish law and traditions was necessary for salvation. 

Paul confronts this false teaching head on in this letter. 

 

OUTLINE OF GALATIANS
 

 (1)  HISTORICAL: Defense of Paul’s Authority    Galatians 1-2 

 (2)  DOCTRINE: Defense of Justification by Faith    Galatians 3-4 

 (3)  PRACTICAL: Defense of Christian Liberty    Galatians 5-6 

              

The Judaizers looked like Christians and acted like Christians but they were teaching a false 

message. Anyone who teaches that you must add something to faith in Christ for salvation is 

spreading Satan’s lies. Paul’s emphasis in Galatians is that Christians are free from the demands 

of rules and regulations. Instead of living by a checklist of ‘do’s and don’ts”, believers’ lives are 

to be controlled by the Spirit of God.  

 

Some key thoughts from Galatians: 
 

Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 

the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

Galatians 4:4  But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5  to 

redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 

 

 

Galatians 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23  

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

 

 

What do these verses mean for your Christian life today? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: James 3 


