
2 TIMOTY: FACING THE TOUGH TIMES 

Tuesday, October 12 

Reading: 2 Timothy 3:10-13 
 

2 Timothy 3:12  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13  while 

evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
 

On the night before His crucifixion Jesus warned His disciples that the world would hate them 

because they belonged to Him. He said, “If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also” 

(John 15:18-21). Paul echoes Jesus’ words in this passage. 

 

In light of the difficult days ahead, the apostle instructs Timothy to follow the example Paul 

himself had set. He knew that what Paul taught was the Word of God, but closely tied to this was 

the apostle’s “way of life.” Paul not only preached God’s Word, he lived it! His purpose was a 

devotion to the mission and message God had given to him. Faith, patience, and love are the 

virtues necessary to live out God’s Word and purpose for our lives. 

 

Following the example of Paul would also bring persecution and hardships. For this, Timothy 

would need endurance. Timothy knew all about the suffering Paul had endured for Christ. He 

had been an eyewitness to it many times. Paul focuses on his persecution in Antioch, Iconium, 

and Lystra because this was Timothy’s home territory.  But he could have easily reminded the 

young pastor of Philippi or Corinth as further examples. The idea of persecution is never 

pleasant, but Paul comforts Timothy by reminding him that “the Lord rescued me from all of 

them.” Christ is always right there with His people to strengthen and encourage in times of 

trouble. 

 

The persecution Christians suffer will ultimately lead to godliness. However, the wicked and 

imposters would only get worse and worse. Their opposition to Christ will only increase as they 

deceive people into believing that their false teachings are the real thing. Sadly while they 

deceive others they fail to realize that they themselves are being deceived. Satan is progressively 

blinding their minds to the truth. 

  

“Patience…Endurance.” Living for Christ takes effort and discipline. The word “patience” in 

Greek speaks of self-restraint when dealing with people; not to blow up when people get on your 

nerves. “Endurance” is putting up with things or circumstances; the ability to stick with it when 

the going gets tough. In the midst of trials is not the time to start working on these virtues. We 

need to practice patience and endurance before the trials begin. How can you be a better 

representative of Christ with the “difficult people” in your life? What can you do to prepare 

ahead of time for those difficult circumstances that require endurance and strength? 

 

“Everyone Who Wants to Live a Godly Life will be Persecuted.” Persecution is not optional. If 

we are living for Christ then we should experience some hatred and opposition. The enemy does 

not like it when our testimony shines so he will do everything in his power to silence us. Perhaps 

we don’t experience persecution because we are not doing much to draw the enemy’s attention. 

A mediocre Christian who is not making an impact on their world is no threat to him. What can 

we do to stop being mediocre Christians? How can we prepare for the persecution that will come 

when we do fully live for the Lord? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Jeremiah 30-32; Hebrews 2 


