
TAKES ONE TO KNOW ONE 

Wednesday, October 11 

Reading: Titus 3 
 

Titus 3:1  Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to 

 do whatever is good, 2  to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle 

toward everyone. 3  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds  

of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4  But  

when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5  he saved us, not because of righteous  

things we had done, but because of his mercy…7  so that, having been justified by his grace, we  

might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

 

Have you ever used the expression “It takes one to know one”?  This idiom is often used after 

someone has said something negative about you.  For instance, if someone said, “You’re a 

terrible cook”; you might respond with “It takes one to know one.”  The basic meaning of this 

phrase is that it takes a person with the same trait to recognize that trait in others.   

 

In these verses, the apostle Paul records a positive use of this idea.  He reminds believers to be 

subject to the governing authorities and be ready to do good and live in peace and humility with 

all people.  What is his reason for this command?  Because you used to be just like them!  “It 

takes one to know one.” 

 

Except for the gift of God, we all would be lost and living a life of disobedience, slaves to our 

sinful desires and wants.  We would be in the same boat as those who have not accepted Christ.  

It should be our greatest desire to see them experience the wonderful relationship with Christ that 

has changed our lives.  Notice the great words describing salvation Paul records in these verses. 
 

 Love – God’s love appeared when He sent His Son to save us when we were still His 

enemies (Romans 5:8-10). 

 

 Mercy – Mercy is God not giving us what we deserve.  As sinners, we deserve death, but 

God gives those who believe eternal life instead (Romans 6:23). 

 

 Justified – This means that God declares the guilty sinner righteous because of the blood 

of Christ shed on their behalf. 

 

 Grace – This is God giving us what we don’t deserve.  No one deserves salvation and a 

home in heaven, yet God in His grace freely gives them to all who believe. 

 

 Hope – The hope of eternal life is not a wish – it is a sure reality.  We can be confident 

that what God has promised, He will do! 

 

 

Are you telling others of this great salvation?  It takes one to WIN one! 
 


