
SHALOM SHALOM 

Thursday, October 11 

Reading: Isaiah 26 
 

Isaiah 26:3  You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.  
4  Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD himself, is the Rock eternal. 
 

In one of Charles Schultz’s Peanuts cartoons we see Lucy talking to Charlie Brown. She says, “I 

hate everything. I hate everybody. I hate the whole world!”   “But I thought you had inner 

peace,” Charlie Brown responds.  “I do have inner peace,” Lucy replies. “But I still have outer 

obnoxiousness.” 
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Like Lucy, we all strive for peace. The reason peace is so elusive is that we look for it in the 

wrong places. We look to people, programs, or our own power to achieve peace but it never 

lasts. The word peace in Hebrew is shalom. It means peace, health, well-being, and 

completeness. It is so important in Jewish thought that it became and still is the common  

greeting in society. 

 

In Isaiah 26:3 the prophet speaks of the “perfect peace” that only God can give. Literally it reads, 

“You will keep/guard in shalom shalom the mind sustained/upheld by trust in You.”  The 

repetition of “peace” describes an all-encompassing wholeness, where every aspect of one’s 

being is in tune with God’s will. This cannot be achieved by human effort. It is God who will 

“establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished You have done for us” (26:12). 

 

In the midst of this “little apocalypse” (see esp. 26:20-21) Isaiah reminds us that we can have 

God’s peace in the storm. We are part of His “strong city” with His salvation as our walls and 

ramparts (26:1-2). As God tramples down the wicked in the last days (26:5-6), He makes the way 

of the righteous smooth and causes us to desire to follow and wait for Him (26:7-9). While the 

wicked ignore God’s grace (26:10-11), the righteous honor and glorify His name (26:12-15). 

 

The great reason we can have God’s peace is given in Isaiah 26:16-19. The prophet reminds 

Israel of all its troubles when they turned from God and were disciplined. It brought them to a 

place where they could admit they had not fulfilled God’s purpose. They were to be God’s light 

bringing salvation to the heathen world. But they failed.  

 

But God’s great promise was “your dead will live…their bodies will rise – let those who dwell in 

the dust wake up and shout for joy.” Through all the triumphs and failures, there was hope for 

the future. The righteous would live again and be in the presence of the Lord, their “Rock 

eternal” (26:4). 

 

We too have been called to be a light to the world (Matt. 5:14-16) and we have the assurance of 

eternal life with Christ. We have peace with God (Rom. 5:1) and can enjoy the peace of God 

(Philp. 4:6-7). Jesus’ words at the Last Supper should ring in our ears: 
  

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts  

be troubled and do not be afraid…I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this  

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 14:27; 16:33). 

 

 
1 http://ministry127.com/resources/illustration/lucy-s-inner-peace 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Lamentations 1-3; Philemon 


