
2 TIMOTHY: DARK HEART OF HUMANITY 

Monday, October 11 

Reading: 2 Timothy 3:1-9 
 

2 Timothy 3:1  But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 
 

At the close of chapter two, Paul had prayed that opponents might come to repentance and know 

the truth. But the apostle realizes that this will not be the case for a majority of people. He paints 

a rather bleak picture of the darkness in the human heart. 

 

FALSE LOVE (3:1-4). They are LOVERS OF SELF. The term Narcissism is the idea that “I” 

am the most important thing in the universe. This stands at the heart of sin. Their words are 

boastful and their attitude is one of selfish pride. This love of self leads to a hatred of anything or 

anyone who does not praise their “awesomeness.” They are unholy, unloving, unforgiving. They 

lash out with slander, gossip, and abuse for those who do not agree with them. These conceited 

people will not love others! They will not love God! But they cannot stop loving themselves!  

 

They are also LOVERS OF STUFF. We call this Materialism. The things of the world have a 

great attraction for them and suck them in. They are unthankful for what has been given them. 

They always want more!  

 

They are LOVERS OF SATISFACTION. Hedonism is the desire to satisfy your own desires at 

any cost! Live to pleasure yourself! Paul calls them “without self-control” and “brutal” like wild 

animals. In their race to get “the good stuff” they actually become despisers of what is good. 

Anything goes as long as it makes you feel good! 

 

FALSE RELIGION (3:5-9). Religion without real faith will always lead to self-centered, 

pleasure-driven, money grubbing actions. Paul says they have a form or appearance of godliness. 

They look good on the outside but it is all an act. Their “religion” has no power for they do not 

have the Spirit living within them. These false religions are sneaky. They don’t just barge 

through the front door and proclaim their heresy. They subtly share their doctrines with the 

weakest in the congregation and lead them astray. They are always learning new things which 

lead them away from the truth. They follow their feelings instead of faith. Their ultimate motive 

is not “What does God want for me?” but “What do I want for me!”  

 

Though not mentioned in Exodus, Jannes and Jambres are the names of Pharoah’s magicians 

according to Jewish tradition. They were successful in imitating the first few plagues God sent 

on Egypt. But eventually they failed and were forced to admit “This is the finger of God!” 

(Exodus 8:18-19). Likewise all those who imitate true faith and twist God’s Word to suit their 

own purposes will be exposed as frauds.  

 

As the days of Jesus’ return get closer, mankind will get more and more wicked. We can see 

everything Paul describes in these verses playing out in our society today. What can we do? Two 

of the most important things believers can do are to pray and to witness. Pray for our government 

and society leaders. Pray for God’s hand of conviction to touch people’s hearts. And then go out 

and be an example and a witness for Jesus Christ. We can have an impact on society one heart at 

a time. 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Jeremiah 28-29; Hebrews 1 


