
2 CORINTHIANS: LIVING WITH THORNS 

Sunday, October 11 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 12-13 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may  

rest on me. 10  … For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

Scottish preacher George Matheson realized that he was not as ready to praise God when things 

went wrong as he was when they went right. When he began to lose his eyesight he struggled for 

some months until he reached the point where he could pray, "My God, I have never thanked 

You for my thorn. I have thanked You a thousand times for my roses, but not once for my thorn. 

I have been looking forward to a world where I shall get compensated for my cross, but I have 

never thought of my cross as itself a present glory. Teach me the value of my thorn." 
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In a challenge to the false teachers, the Apostle Paul had been listing his qualifications and 

sufferings for Christ (11:16-33). He concludes with a vision he had of glory. He then talks about 

his “thorn in the flesh.” What was Paul’s “thorn in the flesh?” He does not tell us, but many 

suggestions have been made. Some suggest that it refers to Paul’s enemies or his struggle with 

temptation. Others think it was some recurring illness or possibly poor eyesight. While we 

cannot be sure exactly what Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was, we do know that it was allowed by 

God and used by Satan to torment him. It was so bad that Paul pleaded three times for God to 

remove it! The Lord’s response should bring great encouragement and comfort to us as we live 

with our thorns. 

 

Instead of taking it away, Christ gave Paul the grace to endure. Instead of relying on his own 

strength, Paul learned that Christ’s power was best displayed in his own weakness. This caused 

Paul to not only accept his ‘thorn’ but actually delight in it! He would not boast in his own 

accomplishments but in God’s power working through him (12:1-10)  

 

Throughout this letter, Paul has been defending his apostleship. The false teachers were trying to 

convince the church that they had it right and Paul was all wrong. They demanded that Paul 

prove himself to them. Now the apostle turns the tables on his attackers. He proclaims that they 

need to “prove” that THEIR faith is real! The very fact that the Corinthians were saved was 

proof that Paul’s ministry was true since he is the one who had brought the gospel to them (13:1-

8). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. When we deal with the “thorns” of life, we should see it as an opportunity to grow in our 

faith and trust in Christ’s power to see us through. The best evidence of a person’s faith 

comes from their sacrifices and not necessarily their successes! 

 

2. As believers, we need to constantly examine ourselves to see if our actions measure up to the 

position we have as children of God. If Christ is indeed living in us, there will be evidence in 

our lives. The following questions may be helpful as we examine our lives. [1] Do we have a 

sensitivity and sorrow over sin in our lives? (1 John 1:7-10), [2] Do we have a desire for 

righteousness and holiness in our lives? (Matthew 5:6), [3] Do we strive to live obedient lives 

to God and His Word? (Luke 6:46; John 14:15, 23-24), [4] Are our lives characterized by 

love for God and for others? (1 John 3:14-17; 4:7-21). 
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  https://bible.org/illustration/thank-god-your-thorns 


