
MARK: REJECTION AT HOME 

Thursday, October 10 

Reading: Mark 6:1-13 
 

Mark 6:4  Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his  
relatives and in his own home.” 5  He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a  
few sick people and heal them. 6  He was amazed at their lack of faith.  

 

Jesus gets a cold reception in His hometown of Nazareth. These people who had known Him 

since He was a boy could not imagine “the carpenter” could be a prophet! They marveled at His 

teaching and wondered at the reports of His miracles. But they refused to believe He was sent 

from God. The word ‘offense’ literally means they were scandalized by Jesus. They knew Him 

as the carpenter who took over when Joseph died. They knew His brothers and sisters. They even 

bring up the old rumor about His “illegitimate” birth! (A child was always called by their father’s 

name. But they call Jesus ‘Mary’s son,’ a slur against the purity of Mary’s conception. 

 

Jesus response is to quote a popular proverb: “A prophet is not without honor except in his own 

town, among his relatives and in his own home.” While others will receive their words, a prophet 

is often rejected by his own people and family. We have already seen Jesus’ family reaction to 

His ministry (Mark 3). They thought He was nuts! Now Jesus’ friends and neighbors in Nazareth 

add their rejection. Jesus did not do very many miracles here because He simply would not 

demonstrate God’s power to people who refused to accept Him and His message. Their lack of 

faith greatly surprised Jesus and made them miss their opportunity! 

 

Undaunted, Jesus sends out the Twelve on their first preaching assignment. They were His 

representatives and were given power and authority to preach, heal, and cast out demons in His 

name while preaching a message of repentance. They were to travel light and depend on God to 

supply their needs. God would lead them to people who would provide for them. This would 

stretch the disciples’ faith and show people that Jesus’ message was not about wealth and 

prosperity but service. Jesus warned that not everyone would receive them. To “shake the dust 

off your feet” was an action a Jew did in disgust when leaving a Gentile area. For the disciples to 

do this when leaving a Jewish town would be a vivid picture of God’s displeasure of their 

rejection of Jesus’ message. 

 

LESSON ONE: “A Prophet is Not Without Honor Except in His Own Town.” The old saying 

“familiarity breeds contempt” is often true. When a person is saved, the hardest people to reach 

are those who know you best. They often need time to see the change Jesus has made in your 

life. It can also be true that a person who grows up in the church and knows the right things to 

say may later abandon the church and what they were taught. It has become common to them but 

they never allowed it to change their hearts. We must be careful that our children’s faith is 

personal and not just repeating of words they think are expected of them. 

 

LESSON TWO: “He Sent Them Out Two By Two.” Jesus’ instructions to the Twelve remind us 

of some important truths. (1) The gospel is not a “for profit” mission. We do not minister to gain 

wealth, popularity, or power. Anyone who has these as their goals should get out of the ministry 

NOW! (2) God will provide when we are faithful. (3) Not everyone will listen to the gospel, but 

that should not discourage us. (4) It is in Christ’s power that we minister. To do it our own 

strength will bring disaster and ruin. 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Jeremiah 25-27; Philemon 


