
2 TIMOTHY: USEFUL TO THE MASTER 

Sunday, October 10 

Reading: 2 Timothy 2:20-26 
 

2 Timothy 2:21  Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments for special  
purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 22  Flee the evil  
desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on  
the Lord out of a pure heart. 

 

Paul pictures believers in the church as articles in a household. This Greek word was used for 

everything from furniture to table settings to tools. They were made of a variety of materials and 

used for different purposes. Paul encourages believers not to be satisfied with being “common 

use” Christians. We should want to be “made holy, useful to the Master.” To be “special use” 

Christians we must follow several guidelines. 

 

First, we must be SEPARATED not just from the sinful world but also from believers who only 

desire to “drift” through their Christian life. To “cleanse themselves from the latter” is speaking 

of those “common use” Christians who, while they may be saved, are uninterested in studying, 

serving, and being submissive to God and His Word. While we should not shut these believers 

out of our live, to have constant fellowship with them will only drag you down. 

 

Second, we must be SANCTIFIED or set apart; “made holy.” Believers have been set apart from 

sin and set apart for Christ. Our first purpose is to serve God and glorify Him. Thus we should be 

constantly purifying ourselves from anything that might divert us from this purpose. 

 

Third, SERVICE must be our goal. We must desire to be “useful to the Master.” We were saved 

to serve. Those who do not use the gifts God has given them are neglecting the very reason for 

which they were called (see Ephesians 2:8-10). 

 

Fourth, we must have SINCERE HEARTS that flee the temptations of the world and pursue the 

things of God. A “pure heart” is one that strives to be like Christ in every situation. 

 

“Pursue Righteousness, Faith, Love, and Peace.” These four virtues are the foundation of the 

Christian life. (1) We should always be striving to live right according to God’s standards.  

(2) We should always be faithful and loyal to God, God’s Word, God’s work, and God’s people. 

(3) God’s love should be at the heart of everything we do – a love that thinks of others first, that 

loves the unlovable, that sacrifices even for those who don’t deserve it. (4) We are not to be 

“rabble-rousers” but strive for peace and harmony with one another. If the first three virtues are 

practiced in our lives, peace will be the ultimate outcome. Meditate on these four virtues today 

and consider where you stand. 

 

“The Lord’s Servant Must Be Kind…” Verses 23-26 are instructions for how to deal with people 

who are not pursuing these godly virtues. We should not argue with them but gently instruct 

them in the truth. The goal is not to prove we are right but to pray that God will touch their 

hearts; that they will repent and escape the devil’s snare in their lives. Are you the kind of 

Christian that can help someone who is going astray to return to the Lord? Perhaps you are in the 

devil’s snare yourself. Start practicing the virtues found in this chapter and let God turn your life 

around. 
 


