
GENEALOGY OF GRACE 

Wednesday, November 30 

Reading: Matthew 1:7-17 
 

Matthew 1:17  Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to 
Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 

 

Matthew’s genealogy is grouped into three distinct eras of Israel’s history. While this is not an exhaustive list 

(some names were purposefully left out), it gives us the big picture of how God worked in Israel’s history. 

 

The first era is from Abraham to David (1:1-6). This is the time of the formation of Israel as a nation. It includes 

God’s promise to make Abraham’s descendants a great nation. God’s deliverance of His people from slavery in 

Egypt defined them as God’s people. It reveals the giving of the Law through Moses and the period of struggle, 

victory, and defeat during the days of Joshua and the judges. 

 

The second era is the kingdom period (1:7-11). It traces the family of David through Solomon to the Babylonian 

captivity. Only a handful of these kings followed God as David had done. Most followed the pagan practices 

and idol worship of the nations around them. Thus, because of His people’s unfaithfulness, Jerusalem and the 

Temple are destroyed and God sent the nation into exile in Babylon.  

 

The third period stretches from the Exile to Joseph, husband of Mary (1:12-17). It begins with Zerubbabel who 

was governor of Judah after Cyrus of Persia allowed the Jews to return home. He had an influential part in 

rebuilding the Temple and Jewish society. But the rest of the names in this list are unknown to us from the 

Bible. They only appear here in Matthew’s genealogy. It is a time of waiting for God to fulfill His promise to 

send the Messiah. 

 

One more thing we need to notice. Throughout this list we read that so-and-so “was the father” of so-and so. 

But when we get to Jesus it is different. Matthew carefully records that “Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary 

was the mother of Jesus.” This genealogy records the royal line of David ending with Joseph. But Matthew is 

clear that Joseph is NOT the father of Jesus. He is the husband of Jesus’ mother Mary and thus Jesus’ foster 

father. Jesus’ physical bloodline through Mary is recorded in Luke 3:23-37. Mary too is a descendent of David 

through his son Nathan, not Solomon.  

 

LESSON ONE: “After the Exile to Babylon…” When we read the stories of the men and women recorded in 

this family tree it would be easy to wonder how God could use THESE people to bring Messiah into the world. 

And yet we see God’s grace throughout all three of these historical periods. He delivered, protected, and 

sometimes disciplined His people. He was faithful to His promises even when His people were not. He directed 

the lives and histories of these people so that at just the right time the Savior would be born. When we look at 

our histories and the history of nations we must always remember that God is still shaping things to achieve His 

purpose.  

 

LESSON TWO: “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” Even the godly men in this list had their faults. 

Abraham had a problem with lying. Jacob was a deceiver. David committed adultery and murder. Yet God used 

them to fulfill His promise of a Savior. Despite your faults, how are you allowing God to use you to reach 

people with the good news of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 
ADVENT READING: Luke 1:1-25 


