
O COME, O COME EMMANUEL 

Sunday, November 27 
 

 [1] O come, O come Emmanuel      [2] O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
 And ransom captive Israel      Our spirits by Thine advent here 
 That mourns in lonely exile here      Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
 Until the Son of God appears      And death’s dark shadows put to flight 

      [CHORUS] 
        Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
       Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 

        [3] O come, Thou Wisdom from on high     [4] O come, Desire of nations bind 
        And order all things far and wide      All peoples in one heart and mind 
       To us the path of knowledge show      Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease 
       And cause us in her ways to go      Fill all the world with heaven’s peace 

      

  

The origins of ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ go back to the 8th century. It was an early Latin chant or ‘plainsong’ that was popular in 

churches at that time. During the dark ages, when most people were illiterate, songs like this helped teach people what the Bible said. 

In the 12th century these chants were turned into Latin verse.  

 

John Mason Neale (1818-1866) was a minister in the Anglican Church. In ill health most of his life, Neale was greatly concerned 

about the poor and sick. He devoted much of his time to improving social conditions. One of his greatest loves was digging through 

old Latin and Greek texts. He is responsible for translating many ancient texts and hymns that would otherwise have been lost. In 

1851, Neale published his translation of this this old Latin hymn, ‘Veni, Veni, Emmanuel’. It was paired with a tune originally used 

during 15th century French funeral processions.  

 

Each verse of ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is a prayer for the coming of Christ and closes with the response – “Rejoice” for Christ 

will come. The Bible holds this tension between the “Already” and the “Not Yet.” Jesus’ 1st coming has already happened but His 2nd 

coming is “not yet.” We celebrate His 1st coming at Christmas but we look forward to His 2nd coming when He will set all things right. 

 

While there are seven verses in the original Latin hymn, these four are what are printed in most hymnbooks. Each verse of this great 

old hymn focuses on a title given to Jesus in the Bible. Verse 1 focuses on the name IMMANUEL which means “God with us.” This 

title comes from Isaiah 7:14 and is repeated in Matthew 1:22-23. The theme is of exile and redemption. We are all exiled or separated 

from God because of sin but Jesus’ death and resurrection has redeemed us and made us right with God. 

 

Verse 2 calls Jesus our “DAYSPRING.” This comes from Zechariah’s song in Luke 1:78-79. “Through the tender mercy of our God; 

With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; To give light to those in darkness and the shadow of death” (NKJV). It’s 

themes of light and darkness are echoes in Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7).  

 

Verse 3 calls Jesus “the WISDOM from on high.” The Apostle Paul called Jesus “the wisdom of God” in 1 Corinthians 1:22-30).  

Wisdom and knowledge that can only come from God are the theme of this verse. It is a plea for Christ to teach us the path of 

knowledge and follow it. Again Paul says that in Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). 

When He returns, He will finally and forever “order all things far and wide.” 

 

Verse 4 calls Jesus “the DESIRE of NATIONS.” This title is taken from Haggai 2:6-7 – "For thus says the LORD of hosts: 'Once 

more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7  and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the 

Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,' says the LORD of hosts” (NKJV). This verse focuses us on the themes of 

unity and peace. Once again the song transports us forward to the “not yet” when Jesus will return and bring perfect peace and unity. 

After all, He is the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).  

 

What should be our response to who Jesus is and what He does? REJOICE! 
 

He will swallow up death forever, And the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces; The rebuke of His people He will take  

away from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken.  And it will be said in that day: "Behold, this is our God; We have waited for Him,  

and He will save us. This is the LORD; We have waited for Him; We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." (Isaiah 25:8-9) 

 

Listen to ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel on YouTube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UH7asSGxAxA 
 

 

https://hymnary.org/person/Neale_JM 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_Come,_O_Come,_Emmanuel 

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/o-come-o-come-emmanuel 


