
THE FINAL ANALYSIS 

Saturday, November 19 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 12 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13  Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His commandments,  
for this is the whole [duty] of man. 14  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether  
it is good or evil. 

 

Joseph Campbell is probably best remembered for his television PBS documentary series “The Power of Myth.” 

He was an expert in world mythology and religion. When confronted with the issue of the meaning of life, 

Campbell once said: “Life has no meaning. Each of us has meaning and we bring it to life. It is a waste to be 

asking the question when you are the answer.” 

 

Solomon would say that Mr. Campbell’s view is the exact opposite of the truth. The book of Ecclesiastes is 

Solomon’s search for meaning in life from a human point of view (“under the sun”). It is his quest for purpose 

apart from God. When he looked at life without putting God in the picture it was “meaningless” - vanity, a 

chasing after wind (1:14)!  

 

He tried worldly wisdom but found it to be full of sorrow and grief (1:12-18; 2:12-16). He tried the pleasure 

gained from wine, women, and folly but found it did not last (2:1-3, 8). He next turned to work to find some 

satisfaction. He became rich and powerful but it did not satisfy and would eventually fade away (2:4-23). Since 

all this was meaningless, it is better to “eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die” (see Ecclesiastes 2:24; 

5:18; 8:15; Isaiah 22:13; 1 Corinthians 15:32). This is the attitude of a person without God in his life. 

 

But as Solomon develops his argument in this book, God becomes more and more a part of the picture with 

each passing chapter. Now at the end, Solomon’s wayward heart has finally returned to the truth that all true 

meaning comes from God.   
 

In the final analysis, Solomon reminds all of us that we are not getting any younger so now is the time to 

prepare for eternity. He returns to the truth he had stressed years before in the book of Proverbs - “Fear God and 

keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” A life of meaning is a life lived for the Lord. It is a 

life that is centered on His will and His purpose for our lives.   

 

Solomon ends with a warning about the judgment of God. Since God is Creator, He is also Judge. How we live 

matters! Therefore life is not futile and meaningless. Contrary to Joseph Campbell, we are not the answer to the 

meaning of life - God is! Thus we must live our lives for Him. As believers, that is what we have been called to 

do. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. If we were to only read Kings and Chronicles, we would get the impression that Solomon died in rebellion 

against God. But Ecclesiastes gives us hope that at the end of his life he returned to the Lord. It is never too 

late to repent and return to God. Is there someone in your life who is living for themselves as the world 

teaches? Pray that God will touch their heart today! 

 

2. Why is it so important to “remember your Creator in the days of your youth”?  What does this tell us about 

the urgency of turning to God? (see 2 Corinthians 6:2) 
 


