
THE STUPID WISE MAN 

Friday, November 18 

Reading: 1 Kings 9-11 
 

1 Kings 11:4  As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to  
the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 

 

Solomon fulfills David’s dream by building a glorious Temple for God. But even at this point in his life, 

Solomon is beginning to drift from a whole-hearted devotion to obeying God’s Word. God appears to Solomon 

again to warn him of the dangers of compromise. 

 

Hundreds of years earlier God had told Moses that when the nation chooses a king there are three things that 

king is not to multiply - horses, wives, and gold and silver (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). As we read these chapters, 

we see that Solomon ignored all three of these restrictions.   

 

The prohibition against multiplying horses had to do with depending on military strength instead of trusting in 

the Lord. Moses specifically mentions not multiplying horses from Egypt and Solomon did just that!!! (see 

Deuteronomy 17:16 - 1 Kings 10:28-29). That Solomon “made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones” 

(10:27), built such an elaborately ornate throne, and sent out ships to gather even more treasure (10:18-25) 

shows his disregard for God’s warning about not loving riches (see Deuteronomy 17:17).  

 

Solomon’s final sin which would lead to the destruction of his kingdom was marrying many foreign women. 

Deuteronomy 17:17 had warned that many wives would turn a king’s heart away from God and that is exactly 

what happened. Solomon probably thought it was a good political move to seal alliances with foreign rulers by 

marrying their daughters, but these women brought their pagan gods and evil practices with them. With 700 

wives and 300 concubines to keep happy, Solomon gave in to their pressure and built temples to their false gods 

on the hills surrounding Jerusalem. Thus idol worship was reintroduced into Israel’s culture. And Solomon did 

more than just build these temples; he followed his wives in worshipping their gods (which encouraged his 

people to do the same)! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Deuteronomy 17:18-19 required the king to write a personal copy of the Law so he would know how to live 

and rule. How does studying and meditating on God’s Word keep us from sin? 

 

2. How could accumulating the things of the world distract us from following God? What does God want us to 

do with the possessions and wealth He does give us? 

 

3. Hints of future trouble can be seen early in Solomon’s reign. We read early on of his marriage to the 

daughter of the Pharaoh of Egypt (1 Kings 3:1). This kind of alliance through marriage was common at that 

time but was forbidden by God. What kinds of attitudes and actions do some believers practice today 

because society accepts them but God would frown upon them? 

 

4. Solomon allowed himself to be influenced by his wives who lead him away from God? Do you have people 

in your life who would lead you down the wrong path?  How can we avoid falling into the trap that 

Solomon fell into?   
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