
BUILDING THE TEMPLE 

Wednesday, November 16 

Reading: 2 Chronicles 2 & 5 
 

2 Chronicles 2:3  Solomon sent this message to Hiram king of Tyre: "Send me cedar logs as you did for my father David  
when you sent him cedar to build a palace to live in. 4  Now I am about to build a temple for the Name of the LORD my  
God and to dedicate it to Him…5  "The temple I am going to build will be great, because our God is greater than all other  
gods. 6  But who is able to build a temple for Him, since the heavens, even the highest heavens, cannot contain Him? Who  
then am I to build a temple for Him, except as a place to burn sacrifices before Him? 

 

In the fourth year of his reign, Solomon begins to build the Temple (3:1-2). He starts by making arrangements 

with King Hiram of Tyre to provide trees from Lebanon and skilled workers to help in the construction. Hiram 

is pleased to help and recognizes God’s greatness in giving his friend David a wise son to rule in his place.   

 

Chapters 3-4 give a detailed account of the Temple construction and furnishings. When all was completed, 

Solomon brought the people together to dedicate the Temple to the Lord. They brought the Ark of the Covenant 

while Solomon and the people sacrificed an innumerable amount of sheep and cattle before the Lord. They 

rejoiced with music and song as “they raised their voices in praise to the Lord…“He is good; His love endures 

forever” (5:12-13). When we read the list of musicians and instruments involved, it is obvious that this was not 

a quiet, somber concert! The people loudly and whole-heartedly gave praise to the Lord. 

 

As they worshipped the Lord, the Shekinah glory cloud that had led Moses and the Israelites through the 

wilderness descended and filled the Temple. The glory of the Lord was so radiant that the priests could not even 

perform their duties. God showed His pleasure in the Temple by revealing His presence in a powerful way!   

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. The testimony of David and now Solomon had made an impact on the heathen king of Tyre. Not only was 

he willing to help in building the Temple but he proclaimed the God of Israel as “the Lord…who made 

heaven and earth!” (2:12). How has your testimony for Christ had an impact on others? 

 

2. Solomon and the people worshipped God in several ways. They offered sacrifices of thanksgiving and 

confession. They sang and made a joyful noise before the Lord. In the next chapter, we will see that 

Solomon offers a prayer of dedication to the Lord. In what ways do you show your worship and love for  

the Lord?   

 

3. When everything was done and the people had their hearts focused on God, the Lord showed His presence 

in a powerful way. The same is true today. While we know that God is always with us, He displays His 

presence in a special way when our hearts of focused on Him and we are living lives of worship. How has 

God shown Himself in a special way in your life?  
 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Kings 6-8 

 


