
THE WAY OF WISDOM 

Tuesday, November 15 

Reading: Proverbs 1-3 
 

Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 
 

A majority of Proverbs is a collection of the wisdom of Solomon. He begins with the basis for all wisdom and 

knowledge - “the fear of the Lord.” The “wisdom” of this world only goes so far. There can be no true wisdom 

without a proper relationship with God. This statement is repeated 14 times in this book! The fear of the Lord 

means that we honor and revere Him; that we give Him the proper place in our lives. 

 

Proverbs uses the word “fool” over 50 times. This literally means “a thick-headed person;” one who refuses the 

wisdom only God can give. In contrast, the word “wisdom” is also used over 50 times. It carries the idea of 

living skillfully. Solomon tells us that to live skillfully we must begin with God - the only true Source of 

wisdom. 

 

In these opening chapters, Solomon tells us that we must answer wisdom’s call (1:20-33), seek after it like 

hidden treasure (2:1-8; 3:13-16), and cling tightly to it and never let go (3:1-4). Wisdom does not come easily.  

It must be sought, studied, and applied to one’s life. But if we do these things, Solomon lists some of the things 

wisdom will do for us. 

 

Wisdom will help us battle temptation (1:8-19) and it will instruct us in knowing right and wrong (2:9-20). 

Perhaps the most famous verses of Proverbs are found in chapter 3: 
 

Proverbs 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  6  in all your ways  

acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths. 
 

Solomon goes on to list some of the ways God will direct us when we trust Him and not our own knowledge 

and abilities. First, it will affect our physical lives (3:7-8). This is not a promise of perfect health but following 

evil paths definitely destroys health and happiness. Second, following God’s path will affect our financial lives 

(3:9-10). When we honor God with our material possessions He has promised to meet all our needs and bless 

our lives (see last devotion for more on this). Third, trusting in the Lord will help us respond correctly to His 

discipline (3:11-12). Fourth, a godly path will bring peace even in the midst of struggles (3:17, 21-26) for “the 

Lord will be your confidence.” Finally, Solomon reminds us that those who trust in the Lord will be marked by 

good deeds (3:27-35). 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. What does “the fear of the Lord” look like in your life? What does it mean to “acknowledge Him?” 

2. What does it mean to “trust in the Lord with ALL your heart?”   

3. What benefits have you received from trusting the Lord and relying on His wisdom? What has happened 

when you depended on the wisdom of the world to be your guide?  (Read 1 Corinthians 18-31) 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Proverbs 1-3; 6; 20-21 

 


