
CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART 

Sunday, November 13 
 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God   Cast me not away from Thy presence, O Lord 
 And renew a right spirit within me   And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God   Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation 
 And renew a right spirit within me   And renew a right spirit within me 

      

  

Keith Green was destined to become a music superstar. 1 Or so thought the executives at Decca records in 1965.  At age 11, Keith 

Green had already been noticed for his acting and singing in the local live theaters around Los Angeles. Decca planned to make Keith 

their next ‘teen heartthrob.’ He was featured in magazines like Teen Scene and booked on the popular talk shows of the day like Jack 

Benny and Steve Allen. He was signed to a 5-year record contract and it looked like his star was on the rise. But stardom was not to be 

as Donny Osmond came on the scene and Keith Green was quickly forgotten. 

 

Depressed over this failure the teenager left home and turned to drugs. Seeking some kind of purpose for his life he became interested 

in eastern religions and mysticism and the “free love” culture of the 1960’s.  It was during this time that he met Melody Steiner. They 

become inseparable and married a year after they met. Keith Green was now 20 years old. The couple started to explore the Christian 

faith together and accepted Christ as Savior a year later.  

 

Keith and Melody took the message of Jesus to heart and opened up their home to anyone in need. They helped drug addicts to kick 

drugs, cared for unwed mothers, and helped anyone who need a place to stay, always sharing the love of Jesus with those in need. 

Their home was nicknamed “The Greenhouse” - a place where people grow. In 1977 they formed a nonprofit ministry called Last 

Days Ministries. Keith also found new life for his music. He was no longer seeking fame but wanted his music to glorify God. His was 

not to entertain but to spread the good news of Jesus. He challenged people with his songs to not take their Christianity for granted and 

be on fire for Christ. He ruffled some feathers in the Christian music industry when he rejected compromise with the secular music 

world to become popular, holding concerts for free, and even selling his albums for whatever people could afford – even giving them 

away at times. Sadly, Keith Green and two of his children died in a plane crash on July 28, 1982. He was 28 years old. The song 

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” was released posthumously in 1984 on the album ‘Jesus Commands Us to Go.’  

 

The lyrics are taken entirely from Psalm 51:10-12. While these words of David have been put to music many times, Keith’s rendition 

is my favorite. This psalm was written after David’s great sin with Bathsheba. After being confronted by the prophet Nathan, David 

repented and recorded this prayer. David pleaded with God to “take not Thy Holy Spirit from me” as had happened with King Saul 

before him. Today, the Spirit cannot be taken away from a believer, but we can suppress His influence on our lives. We can lose the 

“joy of Your salvation.” Like David, we need to throw ourselves on God’s mercy when we have sinned. Think on these verses: 

 

       Psalm 51:1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great compassion blot out my  

       transgressions. 2  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always  

       before me. 4  Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight; so You are right in Your verdict and  

       justified when You judge...10  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11  Do not cast me from  

       Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me. 12  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to  

       sustain me. 13  Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, so that sinners will turn back to You. 14  Deliver me from the guilt of  

       bloodshed, O God, You who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of Your righteousness. 15  Open my lips, Lord, and my  

       mouth will declare Your praise. 16  You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; You do not take pleasure in burnt  

       offerings. 17  My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart You, God, will not despise. 

 

 

Listen to Keith Green sing ‘Create in Me a Clean Heart” @ YouTube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFe4r3qe1x0 

 

 

 
1  Read Keith’s full story in the book No Compromise: The Life Story of Keith Green written by Melody Green 

    Brief versions on the following websites: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keith_Green   

    https://musicianguide.com/biographies/1608003344/Keith-Green.html 

 


