
COST OF WORSHIP 

Friday, November 11 

Reading: 1 Chronicles 21-22 
 

1 Chronicles 21:23  Araunah said to David, “Take it! Let my lord the king do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give the  

oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain offering. I will give all this.”  

24  But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours, or 

sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.” 
 

David had built a mighty army with great warriors. But his pride in his military might would bring the nation 

great heartache. What was wrong with David numbering the people? The chief sin seems to be David’s pride. 

This is a time when God had given David rest from all his enemies, yet David wanted to know how many 

fighting men he had to boost his ego. He was trusting in his military strength instead of trusting in God. 

 

After David confesses his sin, God gives the king a choice of judgments. David chooses to trust in the mercy of 

God instead of allowing his enemies to overtake him. The resulting plague kills 70,000 men in Israel. As David 

sees the angel of the Lord’s sword drawn over Jerusalem he displays the heart of a true shepherd. He repents 

and pleads with God to punish him and not the people. God answers the king’s prayer and orders David to 

prepare a burnt offering. 

 

David buys the threshing floor of Araunah and offers his sacrifice and God confirms His forgiveness by sending 

fire from heaven to consume the offering. It will be on this spot that the future Temple will be built. David 

spends the last years of his life preparing for the task that his son Solomon will complete. 

 

God took the two great sins in David’s life (adultery with Bathsheba and numbering the people) and used them 

for His glory. The woman David had lied and killed for became the mother of Solomon, the man who would 

build the temple. And the land David bought to make his sacrifice would be the permanent home of God’s 

temple. God can take our failures and sins and transform them into a picture of His grace and greatness. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. David’s many victories caused him to lose focus on the Lord and focus instead on his own accomplishments 

and strength. This caused him to fall into Satan’s trap. What in your life can cause you to lose focus on the 

Lord? What can you do to resist the temptation to take your eyes off God and put them on yourself? 

 

2. We never know the impact our sin will have on our lives and the lives of others. David could not have 

realized the thousands of people who would suffer and die because of his sin. But once we realize our sin, 

our attitude should be that of David. He repented and pleaded for forgiveness (21:8). He threw himself on 

God’s mercy (21:13). He admitted his sin and took responsibility for the consequences (21:16-17). He 

obediently followed God’s direction (21:19). May we respond likewise.  

 

3. Though Araunah offered to give David his field and animals for free, David insisted on paying full price. He 

replied, “I will not sacrifice to the LORD burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” We cannot ‘cut corners’ 

with God and expect Him to bless us! Does the worship and service we give to God cost us anything? How 

do we sometimes offer God our ‘leftovers’ instead of our best?  
 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Chronicles 21-22 & 28-29 


