
ABSALON’S REBELLION 

Thursday, November 10 

Reading: 2 Samuel 17-19 
 

2 Samuel 18:32  The king asked the Cushite, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” The Cushite replied, “May the enemies of  
my lord the king and all who rise up to harm you be like that young man.” 33  The king was shaken. He went up to the room 
over the gateway and wept. As he went, he said: “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died instead of 
you—O Absalom, my son, my son!” 

 

Ahithophel had been David’s wisest and most trusted advisor. His advice to Absalom was to attack David now 

while he is still on the run. This was very sound military advice that would probably have caught David off 

guard. However, David had sent his friend Hushai as a spy to counter Ahithophel’s advice and send word to 

David on what to do (15:32-37). Hushai knows that he must think fast to save David and those with him. He 

councils Absalom to wait until he can gather all of Israel and then attack David. He suggests that to attack now 

would be like attacking a bear protecting her cubs and a defeat would mean doom for Absalom’s cause. 

 

Absalom listens to Hushai and follows his advice which gives David time to get across the river and escape. 

Hushai then gets word back to David through the “spy network” the king had left behind. Ahithophel is so sure 

that Absalom’s plot will now fail that he goes home and kills himself. 

 

The climactic battle occurs in the forest of Ephraim. Before the battle, David instructs his commanders to “be 

gentle with the young man Absalom for my sake.” The battle is won by David’s forces and Absalom is caught 

in the branches of a tree while trying to escape. Ignoring David’s orders, Joab kills Absalom on the spot. When 

David hears the news of his son’s death he goes into deep mourning. 

 

Instead of welcoming his loyal followers, David is so consumed by grief that his victorious army has to sneak 

back into the city like those “who are ashamed when they flee from battle.” Joab confronts the king and warns 

him that if he does not go out and thank his men they will all desert him. David listens to this advice and begins 

the task of reuniting the nation. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. While Absalom showed an utter contempt for his father (see 16:20-22), David still had a loving father’s 

heart for Absalom. Though David had not always been able to show it, he loved his son despite all he had 

done. Parents, do you continue showing love to your children despite what they do? You should not 

condone sin in their lives, but you can still love them and try to bring them back to the right way. 

 

2. With all the political intrigue and military confrontations in these chapters, it might be easy to miss the 

sovereignty of God. But in the midst of everything we find that “the Lord had determined to frustrate the 

good advice of Ahithophel in order to bring disaster on Absalom” (17:14). Even when things appear out of 

control, we can have confidence that God is still in control and working out His purposes. 
 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 2 Samuel 17-20 


