
SINS OF BABYLON 

Friday, November 9 

Reading: Isaiah 46-47 
 

Isaiah 47:5  “Sit in silence, go into darkness, queen city of the Babylonians; no more will you be  

called queen of kingdoms.  
 

Adolf Hitler was obsessed with the operas of German composer Richard Wagner. His favorite 

was called Der Ring des Nibelungen. It concerns a magic Ring granting its possessor the power 

to rule the world. In the last part of this opera, entitled “Twilight of the gods," the hero Siegfried, 

betrayed by those around him, loses the Ring and winds up on a funeral pyre while the fortress of 

Valhalla burns and the kingdom of the gods is destroyed. This opera would mirror the end of 

Hitler and his Third Reich.
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Why do kingdoms fall? In Isaiah 46-47, the prophet describes the “twilight of the gods” of 

Babylon. One by one they fall (46:1-2). Like the Nazis, the Babylonians believed they were 

strong, that they were destined to rule the world forever (47:7). But God declares: “My purpose 

will stand, and I will do all that I please” (46:10-11). What God had just decreed about the 

conquest of Cyrus would spell the end for Babylon. 
 

God had used Babylon to punish Israel for their sins, but that did not excuse them for the wicked 

and merciless treatment they inflicted on God’s people (47:6-7). Their only concern was for 

themselves. They loved their pleasure and lounged in their security. Their words are the same 

words God had used referring to Himself! They believed they were Number One and nothing 

could touch them (47:8).  
 

This arrogance led them to trust in their own wicked desires and plans. They flaunted their sin in 

God’s face and said, “No one sees me!” No one can stop me from doing what I want to do! 

(47:10). This reminds me of the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar who had multiple encounters 

with God and yet did his own thing and claimed the honor for himself until God humbled him 

(see Daniel 1-4) 
 

Instead of seeking God, they turned to sorcery and magic. The occult was the religion of Babylon 

and their “wise men” and astrologers sought the stars for help and direction. God mocks them for 

their foolishness before declaring they will all be “like stubble; the fire will burn them up. They 

cannot even save themselves” (47:12-15). 
 

Sound familiar? Without God, this is what humanity always falls back on – their power, their 

wisdom, their sinful ways. Our world is much like Babylon. There is an arrogance and 

acceptance of sin that is running rampant. People are seeking for spiritual awakening through the 

occult and “seeking the divine within each of us.” But God declares, “All of them go on in their 

error; there is not one that can save you” (47:15). 

 

This should bring us back to the words God spoke to His people in Isaiah 46:3-4: 
 

“Listen to Me, you descendants of Jacob, all the remnant of the people of Israel, you whom I have upheld since 

your birth, and have carried since you were born. Even to your old age and gray hairs I am He, I am He who will 

sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.” 
 

In a dark world, these are words to hold on to and put our faith in!  
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Daniel 7-9; 1 Peter 3 


