
1 TIMOTHY: FAITHFUL MINISTRY 

Monday, November 9 

Reading: 1 Timothy 1-2 
 

1 Timothy 2:1  I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanks-giving be made for 
all people— 2  for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness. 

 

Paul’s two letters to Timothy and his letter to Titus are often called the ‘Pastoral Epistles’ 

because they were written to pastors to help them to lead the churches God placed under their 

care. The key verse in 1 Timothy is 3:15 – “…you will know how people ought to conduct 

themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation 

of the truth.” He instructs Timothy on false doctrine, worship and leadership in the church, and 

how to deal with various people in the church. 

 

BACKGROUND: After his two years of house arrest in Rome (Acts 28) Paul was released and 

continued his travels. These three books fit nowhere in the timeline of Acts and must have 

occurred after Luke wrote his account. Timothy had joined Paul at the start of his 2
nd

 Missionary 

journey (Acts 16) and was with him through most of the rest of his ministry. He would become 

like a son to Paul and is mentioned in all but three of Paul’s letters (Gal. Eph., Titus). After a 

post-arrest visit to Ephesus, Paul left Timothy there to pastor the church while the apostle 

continued on to Macedonia. 1 Timothy was written after this separation. 

 

OUTLINE OF 1 TIMOTHY  

 (1) Doctrine in the Church   1 Timothy 1:1-17 

 (2) Order in the Church   1 Timothy 1:18 – 3:13 

 (3) Conduct in the Church    1 Timothy 3:14 – 6:21 

              

1 Timothy opens with a warning about false teachers (chap. 1). Paul next turns to making prayer 

a priority for the church (chap. 2). As God’s people, we are called to pray for everyone. This 

does not mean that we use blanket cliques like “Dear God, please bless everyone in the world.” 

No, we should be specific with our prayers. But we should also make sure that they are for all 

types of people – not just those with which we fellowship. We need to pray for the unsaved, for 

missionaries, for family, for our enemies, and our political and community leaders! There is 

much debate over the believer’s role in politics, but one thing is clear. We are to pray for those 

who rule over us. Whether we agree with their policies or not, we are to lift them up to God in 

prayer.  

 

Paul next tells us why we are to pray for everyone including our leaders. It is so the gospel can 

be proclaimed. Despite what is happening in the world around us, we are to live our lives “in all 

godliness and holiness.” Even if those around us are not living for the Lord, Christians should 

be!   

 

The heart of God is found in the message of the gospel. While God desires everyone to be saved, 

He does not force people to accept Christ. Here is the eternal tension between the sovereignty of 

God and the responsibility of people. The Bible teaches both!  However, in these verses, Paul’s 

point is that prayer will connect our hearts to the heart of our Lord. It will energize us for holy 

living and a concern for the salvation of the lost!  
 

 
 

READ THE NT: Revelation 9 


