
CIVIC DUTY 

Thursday, November 9 

Reading: 1 Peter 2 
 

1 Peter 2:13  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether  

to the king, as the supreme authority, 14  or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 

wrong and to commend those who do right. 15  For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence 

the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16  Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; 

live as servants of God. 17  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear 

God, honor the king. 

 

No matter which side you took, last year’s elections were stressful.  I am happy the endless 

campaign ads smearing the other candidate are over (for now).  The current battle both in the 

capital and around the nation is almost enough to make you give up on the entire democratic 

process.  Therapist Paola Bailey writes that her practice has reflected the worry and uncertainty 

about America since the elections.  She gives some helpful (if human-centered) ways to cope 

with today’s political climate. 
1
  In today’s passage from 1 Peter, the apostle gives us a different 

slant on our duty to the civil powers than what the politicians and media have been giving us.
 

 

Most Americans want government to solve all their problems and provide for their needs.  They 

look at those in authority and say, “OK, what are you going to do for me?”  Peter presents us 

with a Christian view of our civic duty.  We are to be obedient citizens.  He reminds us that God 

ordained human government as a means to keep sin and evil from running rampant and to protect 

those who do right.  This being the case, believers are to “submit” to the government.  The word 

is a military term describing a soldier lining up under his commander.  We are to “fall in line” 

with government authority. 

 

“Hold on!” you might say.  “You don’t know how terrible those politicians are!  You don’t know 

the stupid laws they come up with!”  When Peter wrote this letter Nero was the emperor of 

Rome.  There had never been such a corrupt, evil, vile man to rule the Empire!  History records 

that he himself led bands of hooligans through the streets of Rome at night assaulting, raping, 

and stealing from his own citizens.  He had several members of his own family murdered, 

including his mother.  He would soon start the first organized persecution of Christians in which 

hundreds would die horrible deaths in the arena to delight the masses.  Yet Peter says to submit.   

 

Peter doesn’t say to only obey the laws you like or agree with.  The only time God approves of 

disobedience to authority is when they command something that God has condemned or 

condemn something that God has commanded.  At these times, believers must obey God rather 

than men and must also be ready to bear up under the consequences of that stand.  Christians are 

to do this because we belong to the Lord (“for the Lord’s sake”).  It is a testimony to a lost world 

of our love for God.  Whether it be not cheating on our taxes or obeying the speed limit (ouch!), 

our lives are to be a light shining in a dark world.  
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  https://blog.paolabailey.com/how-to-cope-with-political-stress-94c422194e80 

 


