
THE BIG PICTURE 

Thursday, November 8 

Reading: Isaiah 45 
 

Isaiah 45:13  I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will make all his ways straight. He will  
rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price or reward, says the LORD Almighty.”  

 

My dad loves doing jigsaw puzzles. He has a table in his office just for putting them together. 

Puzzles can be challenging. And they can be annoying if you are missing some of the pieces. But 

imagine if you didn’t have the box to show you what the final picture will look like! Sometimes 

that’s how life looks! We don’t see all the pieces. We don’t have the “box” so we can’t see the 

big picture. 

 

In Isaiah 45, God gave His people a glimpse of some of the pieces to His “big picture” for them. 

It actually begins with Isaiah 44:24-28. God reminds them of His power as “the Maker of all 

things” (44:24). He also reminds them that the false prophets and teachers some of them were 

trusting in were made foolish by the Lord (44:25). These were the ones who were saying, “All is 

well!” while the nation crumbled around them. This would lead to the destruction of Jerusalem 

and the exile of the people about 100 years after the time of Isaiah’s writing. 

 

But God promised this would not be the end of His people. The people would return and the 

temple and city would be rebuilt. God even gives the name of the king He would use to 

accomplish this – Cyrus (44:26 – 45:1). History records the facts about the life of this great 

Persian king. He conquered Babylon in 539 B.C. and allowed the Jews to go back to Palestine 

and rebuild (Ezra 1). That God named this man and what he would do over 150 years before they 

occurred shows His power to predict and control world events. 

 

But God had specific purposes in choosing Cyrus; purposes that not even Cyrus himself knew 

(45:4-5). One, God strengthened Cyrus and gave him victory to show His power. He wanted the 

heathen king to recognize “that I am the LORD” (45:2-3). It was not the Persian king’s might, it 

was the power of God! (Notice the many “I will’s”). When Cyrus succeeded just as God had 

stated over a century earlier, all “people may know there is none besides Me” (45:6) 

 

Another purpose in choosing Cyrus was “for the sake of Jacob (Israel) My servant” (45:4). As 

the people sat in exile in Babylon they could read Isaiah’s words. As news of the advancing army 

led by Cyrus reached their ears they could know that God’s promise was about to come to pass.  

 

God has an eternal plan and purpose for His people and His city Jerusalem that will not fail 

(45:13-17). He also has a plan for all humanity that they will all one day bow before Him. His 

plea still goes out, “Turn to Me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is 

no other” (45:22-25). 

 

This prophecy gives us a small window into God’s “big picture.” Like Cyrus of old, rulers and 

leaders today are fulfilling God’s purposes without even knowing it. We can be confident that 

God knows what he’s doing, even though we can’t see the Big Picture and how all the pieces are 

fitting together for His glory. 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Daniel 4-6; 1 Peter 2 


