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Reading: Isaiah 44 
 

Isaiah 44:9  All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless. Those who 

would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame.  
 

Throughout his writing, the prophet Isaiah is concerned about idols. The people of Israel had 

always been drawn to the pagan idolatry of the people around them. The northern kingdom had 

been demolished because of idolatry and idol worship would continue to get worse in Judah until 

God finally exiled His people to Babylon. Chapter 44 is Isaiah’s longest rant against the foolish-

ness of worshipping idols. 

 

He begins by describing the blessings of God on the people He has chosen. One day they would 

all acknowledge Him and the Lord would “pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessing 

on your descendants” (44:1-5). He then compares Himself with the false gods of other nations. In 

one simple statement he makes clear that “apart from Me there is not God” (44:6). No other 

“deities” could proclaim the future like He had done. Israel had witnessed God’s work in their 

history and through His Word and still they tended to wonder away (44:7-8). 

 

Now follows a comical and sad description of those who place their hope in idols. Isaiah 

describes how the blacksmith gets tried as he shapes his “god” with hammers and forges (44:12). 

The carpenter takes a tree and shapes an idol from part of it. He also uses some of the same wood 

to heat his home and cook his meal. Isaiah wraps up their warped thinking in these words: 
 

They know nothing, they understand nothing; their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see, and their minds 

closed so they cannot understand. No one stops to think, no one has the knowledge or understanding to say, 

“Half of it I used for fuel; I even baked bread over its coals, I roasted meat and I ate. Shall I make a detestable 

thing from what is left? Shall I bow down to a block of wood?” (44:18-19) 

 

Isaiah calls these people “nothing and the things they treasure are worthless.” They are blind and 

ignorant (44:9). Their idols cannot help them and will only bring shame down on their heads 

(44:10-11). They have deluded hearts (44:20). 

 

You might ask, “What does all this have to do with me? I don’t bow down to stone or wooden 

idols!” But there are many kinds of idols in our world today. In his book Your Father Loves You, 

James Packer makes the following comments: 
 

What other gods could we have besides the Lord? Plenty. For Israel there were the Canaanite Baals, those jolly 

nature gods whose worship was a rampage of gluttony, drunkenness, and ritual prostitution. For us there are still 

the great gods Sex, Shekels, and Stomach (an unholy trinity constituting one god: SELF), and the other enslaving 

trio, Pleasure, Possessions, and Position, whose worship is described as “The lust of the flesh and the lust of the 

eyes and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). Football, the Firm, and Family are also gods for some. Indeed the list of 

other gods is endless, for anything that anyone allows to run his life becomes his god and the claimants for this 

prerogative are legion. In the matter of life’s basic loyalty, temptation is a many-headed monster. 
1 

 

Don’t get caught up in the idol trap! Don’t let anything take God’s place at the center of your 

life! God’s call is “Return to Me, for I have redeemed you” (44:22) 
 

 

 
1
  quoted at https://bible.org/illustration/other-gods 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Daniel 1-3; 1 Peter 1 


