
MARK: WATCH OUT FOR DECEPTION 

Wednesday, November 6 

Reading: Mark 13:14-23 
 

Mark 13:22  For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, 

if possible, even the elect. 23  So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 
 

About 500 years before Jesus spoke, the prophet Daniel talked about “the abomination that 

causes desolation” (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11). It was originally fulfilled in 168 BC when the 

Greek king Antiochus Epiphanes was ruling Palestine. In an attempt to force the Jews to abandon 

their belief in God, he sacrificed a pig on the altar and set up a statue of the Greek god Zeus in 

the Temple. This started the Jewish revolt led by Judas Maacabees and his family which freed 

Israel from foreign oppression until the Romans arrived about 100 years later. 

 

By using this image, Jesus is telling His disciples that what had happened some 160 years earlier 

would occur again. It was fulfilled a second time in 70 AD during the Jewish revolt against the 

Romans when the Temple was defiled and finally destroyed (The parallel passage in Luke 21 

focuses on this fulfillment). But there is a third fulfillment yet to come. This is what Matthew 

and Mark’s gospels focus on.  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 tells us that during the final 7-year Tribulation the Antichrist will set up 

his throne in the rebuilt Temple and proclaim himself God. This is the final desecration that will 

begin the massive persecution of the Jewish people during the last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation.  

 

This will be a time of great deception as “the Unholy Trinity” (the Dragon = Satan; The Beast 

from the Sea = Antichrist; the Beast from the Earth = False Prophet) of Revelation 13 will use 

signs and wonders to convince everyone that they are the world’s saviors. Believers in that day 

will not worship the Antichrist and will be hunted or killed for their faith. Jesus is warning this 

future generation in advance so they can get ready to take their stand for the Lord. 

 

LESSON ONE: “If the Lord Had Not Cut Short Those Days.” This final persecution during the 

Tribulation will be so great that no one would survive. The only thing that will save the Jews 

from utter annihilation is the coming of their Messiah to rescue them. Christ will cut short 

Satan’s plans when He returns in power and glory as King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 

19). God always watches over His people. Even though they may suffer and even die, God has 

His loving hands on them and everything that happens is part of His divine plan. We can be 

assured that eternal life in God’s presence awaits all those who have put their faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

LESSON TWO: “Be On Your Guard.” While believers today will not go through this great 

Tribulation, we still need to be watchful as we do not know when Jesus will come to rapture us 

away. We need to stand against Satan’s forces and live faithful lives for the Lord. How can you 

guard against Satan getting a foothold in your life? READ James 4:7-10 for some insights.  

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 25-28; 1 Peter 1 


