
THE DEVIL’S DAY 

Monday, November 6 

Reading: James 4 
 

James 4:7  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8  Come near  

to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-

minded. 9  Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10  Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

 
November 1

st
 is celebrated as All Saints Day in liturgical churches. The early Christians did not 

celebrate birthdays as much as “death” days. Those who were martyred for their faith were 

especially remembered and honored on the anniversary of their death. Eventually one day was 

set aside for all those saints who did not have a day of their own.  Though started in 609, 

November 1
st
 became the official All Saints Day in 835. It was also known as All Hallows Day.  

 

Some believed that on the night before All Hallows Day, the dead would rise from the grave for 

one last “party” before departing to their eternal destinations. Some believed these spirits took 

this night as a last chance for vengeance on their enemies and thus people wore masks to hide 

from vengeful spirits. Since this occurred the night before All Hallows Day it was called All 

Hallows Eve and was later shortened to Hallowe’en. 
1
 

 

To meditate on James’ words about Satan in these verses seems appropriate at this time of year. 

Halloween is often seen as a time to think about ghosts and goblins and things that go bump in 

the night. A time when evil is afoot! (And about CANDY!)  The shows on TV and the “haunted 

houses” should remind us that Satan is alive and well. We have a real enemy that is out to 

destroy us. How do we battle Satan and his demons?  James gives us three commands to follow 

(“The Three R’s”):  

 

1. Resistance (v. 7-8a) – The first step is not to attack Satan but to submit ourselves to God. The 

victory does not occur when Satan’s plans are thwarted, but when we surrender our will to 

God’s will. We are to stand up against Satan’s attacks in the power of the Spirit and a life 

surrendered to God. Satan is a defeated foe and must flee before the power of Christ. The 

battle plan then is not to know every detail about the enemy but to “come near to God.” We 

defeat Satan by having a strong, personal relationship with Christ.  

 

2. Repentance (v. 8b-9) – The second way we defeat Satan in our lives is sincere repentance. 

This must be both outward (hands) and inward (hearts). We must grieve over our sins 

because we know they grieve the heart of God. We need to get serious about getting rid of 

sin in our lives.  

 

3. Reverence (v. 10) – The final blow to Satan’s plan to destroy you is to have a reverence for 

God. Pride says, “I am the most important person! I am number one!” Humility says, “God 

has first place in my life!”  

 

Let’s not give the devil a single day of our lives. Let’s draw close to God and watch the devil 

run. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

1
 for more details on the origins of Halloween see  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween 

 


