
MARK: WATCH OUT FOR PERSECUTION 

Tuesday, November 5 

Reading: Mark 13:9-13 
 

Mark 13:13  Everyone will hate you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
 

Jesus’ disciples often argued about who would be the greatest in the kingdom. They were 

looking for glory. Jesus now tells them they need to be prepared for persecution. This 

persecution because of their faith and witness for Jesus would come in various forms. 

 

First, they needed to be prepared for POLITICAL persecution. They would be arrested and 

tortured for their faith. They would be brought to trial before governors and kings. But they were 

to use this opportunity to be a witness for Christ. They would not need to depend on their own 

wit and wisdom to answer, but rely on the Holy Spirit to give them the words to say. The book of 

Acts is a record of how this came true in the lives of the early church. 

 

There would also be RELATIONAL persecution. Not only will the gospel bring persecution 

from the world, it will bring division in the home. When a Jewish person accepted Christ they 

were often shunned and treated as dead by their family. In times of extreme persecution, 

unbelieving family members might even turn in relatives to be imprisoned or killed for their 

faith. 

 

Jesus promised WORLD-WIDE persecution for those who follow Him. Jesus warned His 

disciples of this truth only a day later at the Last Supper (see John 15:18-20).  

 

LESSON ONE: “Everyone Will Hate You Because of Me.” In America, we have not 

experienced the severe persecution Jesus refers to here. But our brothers and sisters in other parts 

of the world are experiencing it today. In Muslim and Communist countries, to profess Christ is 

to invite imprisonment and death. Even in the United States the animosity and hatred for those 

who stand for the absolute truth of God’s Word is growing. The day may come in America when 

standing for Christ will be a crime! Will we be ready to stand strong in the face of persecution as 

so many of our fellow believers are doing today? What can we do to strengthen our faith in the 

face of adversity and trouble for the name of Christ?  

 

LESSON TWO: “The One Who Stands Firm to the End will be Saved.” This statement does not 

mean that a believer can lose their salvation. It is a call for all true believers to be faithful and 

steadfast because trials will come. A true Christian will endure persecution while a false one will 

fall away. Enduring does not earn salvation; it merely shows that a person is already saved. 

Christians are to see persecution as a means of delivering the gospel to more people. There is an 

ancient saying which states, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” How do you 

stand when trouble comes because of your faith in Jesus? Do you complain about the injustice of 

it all? Do you fight back claiming your rights? Or do you patiently endure and look for 

opportunities to show your faith through the persecution? 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 22-24; James 5 


