
1 THESSALONIANS: ESCAPING GOD’S WRATH 

Thursday, November 5 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:9  For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 10  He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.  
11  Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

 

A certain lawyer was a wicked man. Once he rented a horse and, either through accident or ill-

usage, killed the animal. Naturally the owner insisted on being paid its value, together with some 

compensation for the loss of its use. The lawyer acknowledged his liability and said he was 

perfectly willing to pay, but at the moment he was a little short on cash. Would the owner of the 

animal accept a promissory note? "Certainly," he said.  Whereupon the lawyer further said that 

he must be allowed a long date. "You can fix your own time," said the creditor. The wicked 

lawyer then wrote the note, making it payable at the Day of Judgment. Eventually the creditor 

took the matter to court and there in his defense the lawyer asked the judge to look at the note. 

He did so and then replied: "The promissory note is perfectly good sir and as this is the day of 

judgment, I decree that you pay tomorrow." 
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The Day of Judgment is coming! The Bible calls it “the Day of the Lord.” This term describes 

the period of time in which God judges the world for its wickedness and sets all things right. It is 

described in detail in the Old Testament prophets and the book of Revelation. For unbelievers, it 

is a time of darkness and gloom. For the saved, it is comfort and encouragement for God is 

fulfilling His promises. It is a comfort to know that believers will never experience the wrath of 

God. We are exempt because Christ has already taken our wrath on the cross. That is why Paul 

can repeat Christ’s promise that “whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 

Him” (see also 1 Thess. 4:13-18).   

 

What are we as Christians to do in light of the coming judgment of God? As he had done at the 

start of this letter, so here at the end Paul returns to the “three pillars” of the Christian life – faith, 

hope, and love (5:8; see also 1:3). He describes them as the armor that protects us and guarantees 

our final salvation when we will be removed from the very presence of sin – when we will 

forever be with the Lord!   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Are these three pillars the focus of your life? Does your faith in Christ control everything you 

do? Does your hope of Christ’s return encourage you to service and witness? Does your love 

mirror that of Christ Himself? 

 

2. After giving them a “grocery list” of things believers are to do (5:12-22), the Apostle Paul 

makes one final prayer for them. “May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through 

and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. The One who calls you is faithful, and He will do it” (5:23-24). It is a 

wonderful promise that the Lord will finish the work He has begun in our lives. On this earth 

we constantly strive to be more like Christ (“sanctify”). And when Christ takes us home He 

will make us blameless in His site. 
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READ THE NT: Revelation 7 


