
MARK: WATCH OUT FOR SIGNS 

Monday, November 4 

Reading: Mark 13:1-8 
 

Mark 13:3  As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and  

Andrew asked him privately, 4  “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that  

they are all about to be fulfilled?” 5  Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 
 

The Olivet Discourse is Jesus’ greatest discussion on future events. It is recorded in Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke. It is set in a very Jewish context. It is given in response to a question regarding 

the destruction of the Jewish Temple. Jesus warns of the abomination of desolation which is the 

desecration of this Temple. He warns of persecution in the synagogues. He prays that their flight 

from the tribulation may not be on the Sabbath (Matthew 24:20). All this leads me to believe that 

this prophecy relates to the Jewish nation and not primarily to the church, but the principles Jesus 

gives are for believers of all ages. 

 

Jesus’ disciples are shocked at Jesus’ prediction of the Temple’s destruction. They believed that 

this event must immediately bring Jesus’ return and God’s kingdom on earth. Jesus warns them 

not to be confused by “the signs of the times.” These signs include false Messiahs, wars and 

rumors of wars, global conflict, natural disasters and famines. Jesus says these are but the 

beginning of “birth pains.” Jesus is saying that just as woman’s labor pains increase in time and 

intensity as the birth of her child approaches, so these events will grow, become stronger and 

more frequent as the end draws near. 

 

LESSON ONE: “What Massive Stones! What Magnificent Buildings!” Jesus’ disciples were 

enamored with the beauty and majesty of the Temple. They could not believe anything would 

ever happen to “God’s house.” But Jesus shattered their illusions. The rulers in the Temple had 

forgotten that God was to be their focus. Sometimes we put too much faith in churches and 

programs, when we should be putting our faith in God. Buildings and programs are useful as 

tools to accomplish God’s purpose. We must keep them in their place and allow God to use them 

instead of us trying to use them to manipulate God. When God is at the heart of our lives and 

plans, the things we do will advance His kingdom and give glory to His name. Where is God in 

your plan-making process? Does He come first or do you ask Him to “OK” your plans when 

you’re finished? How would it look different to have God as first priority in your life? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Watch Out That No One Deceives You.” Throughout history men have falsely 

claimed to be Messiah or speak in His name. Earthquakes and natural disasters are frequent and 

wars are a constant presence. Jesus gave these signs to prepare His followers for the future. We 

should be able to recognize false Messiahs and those who teach an incorrect message in Jesus’ 

name. We should also not let the “signs of the times” trouble us. Do the news headlines make 

you depressed? Does the suffering of people make you want to do something? Jesus said all 

these things would happen and with greater frequency as the time of His return grows closer. We 

need to be actively getting the gospel out to a lost and dying world. What are you doing to spread 

God’s message of salvation? 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 19-21; James 4 


