
THE GREAT I AM 

Thursday, November 30 

Reading: Revelation 1 
 

Revelation 1:17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand  

on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18  I am the Living One; I was dead,  

and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

 

In 1902, English novelist Guy Thorne wrote a book called When It Was Dark. The story centers 

on the efforts of a wealthy unbeliever to discredit Christianity by discrediting the Resurrection. 

He hires an archaeologist to fake a discovery of the body of Jesus in the neighborhood of 

Jerusalem. On the tomb he forges an inscription testifying that the owner of this sepulcher stole 

the body of Jesus and hid it there. The novel then goes on to describe the ultimate effect of this 

deception on the Christian world, on the Christian Church, and on civilization in general. In 

powerful passages he shows how, gradually, the Christian Church crumbles and collapses; how 

the world drifts back to deeper lust and cruelty, and how hope begins to die until the fraud is 

discovered. 

 

The logic of the man in this story is sound for if the resurrection of Jesus Christ could be 

disproven Christianity would collapse.  The apostle Paul himself said that if Christ was not raised 

our faith is vain and we have no hope (1 Corinthians 15:12-19).  Here in the final book of the 

Bible, Christ is presented as the victorious, risen Savior.  The aged apostle John who had been 

one of Jesus’ closest friends during His earthly ministry is now so struck with awe in His 

presence that he has no strength left and faints away.  Christ lifts him up and encourages the 

apostle with Who He is! 

 

He is the Eternal One!  “I am the First and the Last.”  He holds the past and the future in His 

hands so there is no need to fear. 

 

He is the Living One! “I was dead and behold I am alive for ever and ever.”  More than anyone 

else, John could relate to this statement from Jesus.  He had stood at the foot of the cross and 

watched Jesus die.  He had also been in the upper room on Sunday evening when the resurrected 

Jesus appeared and changed their gloom to joy.  He lives forevermore to intercede and encourage 

His people. 

 

He is the Sovereign One!  “I hold the keys of death and Hades.”  Contrary to popular opinion, 

Satan does not rule in hell.  In fact, he has never been there and is not looking forward to going!  

It is his eternal place of punishment.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ who reigns over death and hell!  

Believers no longer need to fear death and the grave for we know that Christ has conquered 

death and has promised us “Because I live, you will live also” (John 14:19). 

 

As we begin this Christmas season, let us not leave Christ as a Babe in a manger.  Let’s 

remember that He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords and worship Him! 
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