
PSALM 103: GOD THE GIVER 

Saturday, November 30 

Reading: Psalm 103:1-7 
 

Psalm 103:2  Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 
 

“What is God like?” If you asked this question to people on the street, you would get a wide 

range of answers. Some would see God as the ultimate Santa Claus - there to give them whatever 

they want. Others would view God as the cosmic Policemen ready to zap people with lightning 

bolts when they mess up. Still others would describe a kindly old Grandfather with a long white 

beard who really hasn’t kept up with the times. Some would even view “God” as an impersonal 

cosmic force that we can tap into when needed. None of these are a good picture of God. 

 

The psalms are all about giving us a better picture of God. Psalm 103 is a great example of 

people striving to understand and know God in a personal way. David first pictures God as the 

One who blesses His people with many benefits (103:2-5). He is the only One who can forgive, 

redeem, and satisfy our needs and desires. The old cliché that every person has a God-shaped 

hole in their heart that only He can fill is essentially true! 

 

Next, David sees God as the One who has revealed Himself to His people (103:6-7). To the 

children of Israel, God revealed Himself through His mighty acts. But God wanted a deeper 

relationship with them - one that was not simply based on what He could do for them! He wanted 

them to know His ways - to know His heart. Moses worked on this deeper relationship, but most 

of the Israelites did not. Today, we need to get beyond the idea of “what can God do for me.” We 

need to work on that deeper relationship where we can respond with “what can I do for Him.” 

 

LESSON ONE: “Forget Not All His Benefits.” Often we forget the many things God has done 

for us. David begins by reminding us to remember the forgiveness and redemption God has 

given us. Only when we embrace the joy of salvation can we truly understand the love and 

compassion God gives and how He can satisfy our hearts with good things. When God’s 

salvation is first in our thoughts and praise, then our desires will be God’s desires and we will be 

satisfied.  

 

LESSON TWO: “He Made Known His Ways to Moses.” Though God’s ways and thoughts are 

far beyond what we as mere mortals can understand (Isaiah 55:8-9), the Lord has revealed 

everything we need to know for salvation and holy living. He has revealed who He is and what 

He wants for us in His Word. What has God revealed to you through His Word? How has it 

changed your life? How has it affected your service for Him? 
 

 


