
HOPE: THE PROMISE OF GOD 

Tuesday, November 30 

Reading: Genesis 12 
 

Genesis 12:1  The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household 

to the land I will show you. 2  “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 

great, and you will be a blessing. 3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and 

all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 

Matthew begins his gospel by saying, “This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of 

David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). He then proceeds the trace Jesus’ family tree from 

Abraham through King David to the birth of the Messiah. Who is this Abraham and why is he so 

important to the Christmas story? 

 

In Genesis 11 & 12 we meet a man named Abram and his wife Sarai who live in the pagan city 

of Ur. God calls this man to leave his country and move to “the land I will show you” (12:1). 

God makes a covenant with Abram (God would later change his name to Abraham) that 

contained personal and national promises.  
 

1. God would make Abraham into a GREAT NATION 

2. God would BLESS Abraham and make his NAME GREAT 

3. God would BLESS THOSE WHO BLESS Abraham and CURSE THOSE WHO CURSE Abraham 

4. God would BLESS ALL PEOPLES OF THE EARTH through Abraham 

5. God would GIVE THIS LAND to Abraham’s descendants 
 

This was an unconditional covenant. Abraham could not earn it and his descendants could not 

lose it no matter how sinful and disobedient they became. Many times in Scripture, we read that 

God would keep His covenant not because Israel deserved it but because of His promise to “the 

fathers.” The promise that all peoples would be blessed through Abraham was fulfilled in the 

Lord Jesus. That is why Matthew stresses that Jesus is “the son of Abraham.” His coming is the 

fulfillment of God’s covenant promise. The Apostle Paul states that “God announced the gospel 

in advance to Abraham” with this promise (Galatians 3:8).   

 

God always keeps His promises! Even when we fail God is always faithful. In a world were 

breaking our word is so common, it is a comfort to know that we can trust in the promises of 

God. He will always keep His word. When He promised to bless all peoples through Abraham’s 

family, He kept His word by the coming of Christ. When He promises to forgive our sins when 

we put our faith in Christ as Savior, we can trust His word. When He promises to always be with 

us and never forsake us, we can trust His word. When He promises to return to take us to be with 

Him forever, we can trust His word. 

 

What promises of God are you holding on to?  How can the Christmas season help you celebrate 

in a greater way the promises of God? 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Amos 7-9; Revelation 3 


