
1 PETER: HOPE IN HARD TIMES 

Monday, November 30 

Reading: 1 Peter 1 
 

1 Peter 1:8  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9  for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 

Peter is writing to a group of Christians in Asia Minor that were suffering persecution and it was 

about to get worse. It appears that this persecution was sporadic and local. It was not well 

organized but after the great fire of Rome in AD 64 this would begin to change. The break 

between 1 Peter 4:11 & 12 seems to indicate that Peter had finished his thoughts and then the fire 

and the blaming of the Christians occurred which cased Peter to continue his writing. He states 

his ultimate theme in 5:12 – to encourage them to stand fast in the grace of God. 

 

AUTHOR: Peter was a fisherman before Jesus called Him to be an apostle. He was one of Jesus 

inner circle along with the brothers James and John. After His resurrection, Jesus reaffirmed 

Peter and told him to “Feed My Sheep” (John 21; see 1 Peter 5:1-4). Peter states that he is 

writing from “Babylon” (5:13). This is probably a cryptic reference to Rome. Peter would preach 

in Rome and eventually be crucified there under the persecution of Emperor Nero after the great 

fire. 

 

OUTLINE OF 1 PETER 

 (1) Our Living Hope    1 Peter 1:1-21     

 (2) The Living Word    1 Peter 1:22 – 2:3 

 (3) The Living Stone    1 Peter 2:4-10 

 (4) Living Godly in a Godless World 1 Peter 2:11 – 3:12 

 (5) The Call of Suffering   1 Peter 3:13 – 4:11 

 (6) Through Fiery Trials   1 Peter 4:12 – 5:14 

         

A boy who had just listened to a long sermon walked out of church with a big frown on his face. 

His father had pulled his ear during the service to keep him from fidgeting. "What's the matter, 

Johnny?" asked one of the deacons. "You look so sad." The frustrated young fellow responded 

quickly, "I am. It's hard to be happy and holy at the same time." 
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I think many Christians have the same idea as this boy. They believe that to live a holy life they 

cannot possibly be happy. They go around with faces looking like they have sucked on sour 

persimmons and think this is a measure of their holiness! But in fact the opposite is true. 

Holiness leads to happiness.   

 

Peter surrounds these verses on holiness with the joyous message of the gospel. We praise God 

for our living hope in Christ (1:3-5). We greatly rejoice even through trials because we know 

they strengthen our faith (1:6-7). We are “filled with inexpressible and glorious joy” because we 

know our faith in Christ results in eternal life (1:8-9). This salvation was longed for by the Old 

Testament saints and wondered over by angels (1:10-12). We have been redeemed (1:17-19), 

chosen (1:20), and born again (1:22-24). How can we not rejoice! 
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READ THE NT: 1 John 2 


