
MARK: A QUESTION OF MESSIAH 

Saturday, November 2 

Reading: Mark 12:35-37 
 

Mark 12:36  David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my 

right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.” ’ 37  David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he 

be his son?” The large crowd listened to him with delight. 
 

Having answered all the questions of the religious leaders, Jesus now asks a question of His own. 

The Jews of Jesus’ day believed that Messiah would be a human ruler from the family of King 

David who would rule a purely earthly kingdom from his throne in Jerusalem. Jesus points out 

that they did not have a full picture of who Messiah would be. While Messiah was from the line 

of David, He was much more! 

 

Jesus quotes Psalm 110:1, a psalm of David that everyone understood to be prophesying the 

coming Messiah. The first ‘Lord’ is a reference to God while the second ‘Lord’ refers to the 

Messiah. Since David referred to the Messiah as “my Lord” he must be more than simply 

David’s descendent. David goes on to explain Messiah’s place of honor as the Son at God’s right 

hand and His ultimate victory over all His enemies. 

 

This last question was an attempt to get the religious leaders and the people to realize that 

Messiah was more than a human descendent of King David. He was God in flesh! But while the 

crowds listened with delight, their leaders intensified their plot to destroy Jesus. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Son of David.” This was a popular title for the Messiah. That is one reason the 

crowd tried to silence the blind man in Jericho. He was identifying Jesus as the Messiah (Mark 

10:46-48) which the Temple leaders would say was blaspheme. This name reminds us of God’s 

covenant promise to David: 
 

“Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.” (2 

Samuel 7:16) 

 

Only one who was both a son (descendent) of David and the Son of God could have an eternal 

throne. The angel told Mary that her Baby would “be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; His kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:32-33). God always keeps His promises! How 

does this fact help you in your daily walk with the Lord? What are some promises from Scripture 

that encourage you personally? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Sit at My Right Hand.” The right hand was the place of highest honor and 

authority. What does Jesus’ sitting at God’s right hand mean for us? Here are a few verses to 

consider: (1) His work of providing salvation is done (Hebrews 1:3; 10:12). (2) He is interceding 

for us with the Father (Romans 8:34). (3) It is a promise of His power (Ephesians 1:17-22).      

(4) It is a reason to focus on living for Christ (Colossians 3:1-4). 
 


