
FEAR NOT 

Friday, November 2 

Reading: Isaiah 41 
 

Isaiah 41:10  So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 

you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  
 

People have many different fears. Scientists have tried to give many of these phobias a name. 

Most people know about claustrophobia (fear of small places) and acrophobia (fear of high 

places). Here are a few of the more obscure ones: mysophobia, (fear of dirt), nyclophobia (fear 

of darkness), photophobia (fear of light), triskaidekaphobia (fear of the number 13), and my 

favorite phobophobia (fear of phobias)!  

 

In Isaiah 41, God commands His people not to fear because He is with them (41:10). Looking 

200 years into the future, Isaiah sees Cyrus of Persia (not named here but named in chapters 44 

& 45) conquering his way through the Middle East, moving toward Babylon. He is God’s 

instrument to punish Babylon and free His people (41:1-5). 

 

While the nations tremble and turn to their idols for help, God tells His people to not be afraid. 

The heathen idols are worthless to help because they are manmade! One shapes it with a hammer 

while another nails it down so it won’t fall over. How foolish to rely on such “gods” for help! 

But Israel’s God tells the future and is in control of the affairs of men. Their idols are false! The 

LORD is the “Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel” (41:5-13; 21-29). 

 

The heart of God’s message to His people is found in verses 8-20. Notice His wonderful 

promise: “I said, ‘You are My servant; I have chosen you and not rejected you” (41:9). When we 

review Israel’s history there were many times when God could have easily rejected them. They 

were a stiff-necked and rebellious people. But God would not go back on His promise to 

Abraham. He would not break His covenant.  

 

Many times we may fear that God has forsaken us. It is easy to have doubts when sin has broken 

our fellowship with the Lord. But it is not God that has moved; we have moved away from Him! 

He is still there saying “I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.” If we truly 

belong to Christ His strength, help, and righteous right hand are always there to sustain us and 

lead us back to His arms. 

 

Another wonderful promise is found in 41:13-14. The Lord “takes hold of your right hand and 

says, ‘Do not fear; I will help you.” Just as a loving parent holds the hand of their child to keep 

them out of danger and guide them along the way, so God holds our hand to help and guide us. 

Even when we feel small and insignificant, we can rest in the knowledge that we belong to the 

God of the Universe. 

 

What a comfort to know that God stands with us in the face of our enemies (41:11-16). What a 

blessing to know that God cares for us – the poor and needy – and provides so that all may know 

His power and love (41:17-20). So FEAR NOT! God is in control! In response, we need to 

“rejoice in the LORD and glory in the Holy One of Israel” (41:16).  
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Ezekiel 42-44; JAMES 3 


