
1 THESSALONIANS: COMFORT IN CHRIST’S COMING 

Monday, November 2 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:9  They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  
10  and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from  
the coming wrath. 

 

The main theme of this letter is the return of Christ and how it should affect the Christian’s daily 

life. The apostle will constantly refer the Christ’s coming as a reason for hope and comfort. Each 

of the five chapters end by mentioning the coming of the Lord. Another theme is suffering. This 

church was enduring persecution from the same people who had driven Paul out (see below).  

 

AUTHOR: Paul’s first letter to the church in Thessalonica is one of his earliest letters. It was 

written during his 2
nd

 Missionary Journey during his stay in Corinth (Acts 18). Thessalonica was 

the capital of Macedonia. It had a population of 200,000 people, an important harbor, and was 

situated on a major road connecting East and West. Paul founded this church but was forced to 

leave under cover of night because of threats from unbelieving Jews (Acts 17). When Paul 

arrived at Athens he sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to “establish you, and encourage you 

concerning your faith” (1 Thess. 3:1-3). Discouraged, Paul journeyed to Corinth where Timothy 

brought him good news of the Thessalonians faith (Acts 18:5; 1 Thess. 3:6). Paul wrote this letter 

to encourage them and correct some misunderstandings in the church. 

 

OUTLINE OF 1 THESSALONIANS:  

 (1) Thanksgiving for Their Faithfulness  1 Thess. 1:1-10 

 

(1 Thess. 1:9-10 can be used as an outline for Paul’s thoughts in the rest of the letter) 
 

 (2)  “How you turned to God from idols”  1 Thess. 2:1 – 3:13 

 (3)  “To serve the living and true God”  1 Thess. 4:1-12 

 (4) “To wait for His Son from heaven”  1 Thess. 4:13-18 

 (5) “Who delivers us from the wrath to come” 1 Thess. 5:1-11   

              

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 give us an outline for our Christian lives. There are three key verbs Paul 

uses to describe what we as believers have done and should be doing - - - “turned, serve, and 

wait.” We have expressed our faith by turning from the useless things of the world to God. We 

now show our love for Christ by serving Him. And we live our lives with confidence because we 

have the blessed hope of Christ’s return. Paul expressed this in a different way earlier in this 

chapter. 
 

1 Thess.1:3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith,  

your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Far from bringing fear and anxiety into our lives, the return of Christ should inspire hope, love, 

and reinvigorated service. When we realize that Christ will come and set all things right, the 

problems and temptations this world throws at us lose their power.  When we realize the many 

friends, family, and acquaintances that have not put their faith in Christ, our witness and service 

should become a priority before it is too late! To “wait” for Christ’s return is to be busy doing 

His work until He comes. So hurry up and wait! 
 

 

READ THE NT: Revelation 4 


