
MICAH: THE MERCY OF GOD 

Friday, November 29 

Reading: Micah 7:14-20 
 

Micah 7:18  Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his 
inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 19  You will again have compassion  
on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 

 

While much of his book has been about the judgment of God, the prophet Micah closes with a 

glorious description of God’s mercy and compassion. This final prayer shows God to be 

Shepherd, Deliverer, and Savior. 

 

SHEPHERD (7:14) – Micah has expressed this aspect of the Lord’s care earlier in his book (see 

2:12 & 5:4). A shepherd’s staff was used to guide and sometimes discipline the sheep. God will 

shepherd Israel because they are His “inheritance” – they belong to Him. Bashan and Gilead 

were fertile pasture lands east of the Jordan River. They were often used as symbols of 

abundance and prosperity. In Micah’s time, they were controlled by the Assyrians. Micah used 

them as a picture of God restoring His blessings on His people. 

 

DELIVERER (7:15-17) – Micah invokes the miracles of the Exodus to describe how God will 

once again show His power to the nations. When Messiah returns and brings Israel back to their 

land, He will humble the pride of the nations and take away their power to hurt His people 

anymore. The nations will be speechless and ashamed as they are forced to submit to the Lord.  

 

SAVIOR (7:18-20) – Using many expressions from Exodus, the prophet reveals the loving heart 

of God. Though He brings judgment, He will pardon and forgive the faithful remnant of Israel. 

God does not delight in judgment, but loves mercy and compassion. He will “hurl all our 

iniquities into the depths of the sea.” His salvation is an expression of His faithfulness to the 

promises He made to Abraham and his descendants forever. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Who is a God Like You?” Micah’s name means ‘Who is like the Lord?’ He 

closes his messages with the truth His name expressed. Though their sins had been great, God 

forgives. Though the nation had turned away from Him, the Lord shows compassion. What 

encouragement this must have been for the faithful remnant like Micah who grieved over the 

dark state of their nation. Does your ‘name’ represent God in the world? Can people see Christ 

working through you? 

 

LESSON TWO: “You Delight to Show Mercy.” Many people have this picture of God sitting up 

in heaven waiting for them to mess up so He can zap them! But over and over the Bible presents 

God as loving mercy. The Hebrew word Micah uses here is hesed. We have talked about this 

wonderful word before. It is so rich in meaning that it takes a paragraph to even begin to define it 

in English. It encompasses the kindness, love, mercy, grace, strength, steadfastness, goodness, 

faithfulness, etc. It is the word used most often to describe God (240 times in the Old 

Testament). The ultimate display of God’s hesed was shown at the cross. Have you thanked him 

today for His mercy and love? 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Amos 4-6; Revelation 2 


