
IN SAFE HANDS 
Wednesday, November 29 

Reading: Jude 1 
 

Jude 1:20  But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy  
Spirit. 21  Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring  
you to eternal life. 22  Be merciful to those who doubt; 23  snatch others from the fire and save  
them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear--hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.  
24  To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence  
without fault and with great joy-- 25  to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and  
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

 

In March of 2009, one of the longest streaks in soccer history ended.  For 1,311 minutes Edwin 

van der Sar, goalkeeper for the Manchester United soccer team, had kept opponents from scoring 

in his team’s goal.  That is almost 15 90-minute games in succession.  This streak set a world 

record.  With Edwin in the goal, his teammates knew they were in safe hands. 
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As Jude ends his short letter in which he charges believers to “contend for the faith” (v. 3) 

against the lies of Satan, he reminds us that believers are in even safer hands.  But just because 

Christians are in God’s hands does not mean that we can sit back and do nothing.  All believers 

must also strive to grow in their faith.  Jude lists four ways we do this. 

 

1. Build Your Faith!  This construction image reminds us that becoming like Christ is a 

daily activity that takes effort.  The word “yourselves” in verse 20 is plural telling us that 

we need each other in order to grow together in the faith. 

 

2. Pray in the Spirit! All prayer should be Spirit-controlled.  Without the Spirit in charge our 

prayers can easily become “vain repetitions” - meaningless words recited to no one.  We 

should pray to know God’s mind instead of insisting on telling God our opinions. 

 

3. Stay in God’s Love!  This does not mean that we can lose God’s love for Romans 8 tells 

us nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  But in order to have a close, personal 

relationship with God we must keep that relationship strong through obedience, Bible 

study, prayer, spiritual disciplines and a host of other things that conform us the image of 

Christ. 

 

4. Look for Christ’s Return!  This is what Jude means by “the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to bring you to eternal life.”  The coming of Christ to take us home should spur us 

on to greater service and witness (v. 22-23). 

 

If we are living for Christ, God will work in our lives.  What will He do?  He will keep us from 

stumbling - from falling into sin and the false teaching that Jude (and all of Scripture) warns us 

about.  He will present us faultless when we stand before His throne.  Only that which is perfect 

can stand in the presence of God.  The only reason believers can stand before God is because of 

the blood of Christ.  He has given us His righteousness.  Aren’t you thankful we are in safe 

hands? 
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